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Of the Town, &. 


NR INT END to expoſe the Town to you, 28 


dren, to wean them betimes from the vicious 
inclination to wine and debauchery. I intend. 


l to lead you from one ſeat of action to another, 
and give you a ſhort view of moſt of the dan 


4 our fathers of old were wont to do to their chil- 
1 5 


gerous tricks and villainies, which you will conſequently be 
| expoſed to when you come to it. 


As to the town itſelf, *Tis a kind of large foreſt of wild 
« beaſts, where moſt of us range about at a venture, and are 
„ equa'ly ſavage, and mutually d.ſtruftive one of ariother.” 
I wiſh, *twere poſlib'e to give you a diflant view of the ſtate 


and manner of it. I am confident the ſpectacle (if you were 
not really bewitched) would be ſo horridly odious and un- 


grateſul, that you'd have ſmall luſt to come at it, notwith- 


| Ranging the fury of your preſent inclination. 


| The firſt thing that you'd be encountered with, would be 


| the diſmal proſpe& of univerſal poverty, and crowds of miſ- 


erable people, either racked with their own guilt or folly, or 
groaning under the intollerable want of bread, or mad, or in- 
w_— A 2 TS fatuated 


1 


fatuated by oppreſſion, or de petate by a too quick ſenſe of a 
cont nued infelicity ; here you'd ſee us all gener: 1'y buſied to 
trapan, undermine and deceive one another, which we are 


forced to do to make good our miſtaken pretence to a life of 
ſcn'uality and delight. 4 


If you c-{ your eye upon the court, you will ſee but few 

there but flatterers and hvpocritcs, except it be ſome naucious 
cr:atures that are on!y fix'd there for ſhew, and indeed are fit 
for nothing elle. es | 


If you ok into Weſtminſter Hall, among the Lawyers, 
there you'll ! e entertained with little el e but hideous com- 
plaints for want of money and buſineſs, and find them all fo 
ſour and ill-natur'd, that you can hardly ſpeak to any of them 
witl0:.t endangering your noſe. Look among the religious 
pretenders, ard you will ſee them in the very ſame condition, 

all furicuſly hating, and uncharitably cenſuring one another, 
ſnapping, ſnarling, grinning, and biting, and almoſt every 
party wiſhing all the reſt damn'd, but juſt thoſe few that a- 
gree with them in their own apinion and judgment, 


| Obſerve the ſhops, and you'll fre an univerſal diſcontent 
and melapcholy hangings in the faces of their reſpective owners, 
| You would ſee all theſe things, and many other unpleaſant 
and tormenting objects, And what ſenſible man then would 
not be mightily rejoiced and fatizfied that his better fortune 
hath removed him from hence, opt af the goiſe and participa · 
tion of all theſe evils and calamities, and be conſtantly alarmed, 
afraid and diſturbed, that fome croſs and malicious accident 

ſhou'd ſer Ve him iter ? Conſider I beſe ech you, what are 
the advantages and goods of this town, that can give you any 
juſt reaſon to be ſq fond of it; or wþat evils in tbe country 
that can render it ſo odious and obnoxiauy to you, and engage 
you to foi ſake it in ſuch a hyrny, 5 


Firſt then, to tell you my thoughts, in ſhort I'm afraid your 
chief argument for leaving the country will be this, viz. That 


you have too much time upon yayr bands, and to be rid of it, 


you will yentyre to hazard yourſelf. your eſtate, health, li- 
berty, and retirement, and all for company; nay, what's 
worte, take in the aſſiſtance of toilſome and laborious vice, 


and 


BW, 


and call it by the falſe name of ple ſu'e, rather than be idle. 


And, what ? Could the country afford you no infirumen:s for 
relief in this caſe ? Had you no books to divert you, nor no 
opportunities to come at any. I'm confident Lincolnſhire did 
not uſe to be ſo barren; I have often heard your good old 
father ſay, that you never wanted innocent diverſions there; 
an ji that a country gentleman right make his paſſ>ge thraugh 
hum an life in that country, with as much eofe and fatisfaftion, 


a; in any part of the world befide; but the ſcene is alter d 


now, it ſeems your father was a dull, old phlegmatick fellow, 


and only bugged himſelf in a little old faſhioned cour.try bap- 


p ncfs, a little good, hon: ft, downwright hov'e-keeping, &c. 


All which in theſe latter days, are grown the fcorn and aver- 
ſion of our new faſhioned gentry, „ 


A gentleman here is in the main a creature that is compoſed 
of nothing but pleaſure and idleneſ*, and thinks h: hath little 


_ elſe to do in the town, but to make his paſtime in it, I will 
give you a ſhort account how ſome of our bred city gentlemen 
manage their time, and then leave you to make your own in- 


ference. 


10 this town we have three diſtin ſorts of idle companions, 


which may be properly differenced by the re ſpective titles of 

Sots, Beaus, and Gamefters; and perhaps it may not be much 

amiſs if I trouble you with a ſhort character of each of them, 
as far as tis confiſt:nt with my preſent defign. At worſt, to 


will either divert or caution you; and if he does but one of 
them, I am ſatisfied. . . FEM 


The 


. 
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The True Character of a Sor. 
continued courſe of lewdneſs and d: b:uchery, has 


A intirely raz'd out the gcod'y impreſſion nature at 


firſt made upon him: and is degenerated in the ſtricteſt tenſe, 
from a man to a beaſt. He is diſtinguiſhible from the reſt of 
his ſpecies, both by his ſmell, garb, ſhape, and aſp:-&; you 
may diſcern bim by his dirty hands ard face, h:s foul linen, 
ſore eyes, ſtinking treath, and twenty other badges of his 
character, which he conſlantly carries about him. His me- 
thod of living, is generlly thus. | N 


Sor Is a kind of ſloggiſh, filthy animal, that by a 


About twelve or one he commonly riſes, and v.hen he has 
careleſly bung on his equipage, he ſteers his courſe directly 
ſor the tavern; and to quench the flames of his laſt night's de- 
bauchery, calls firſt for a cooler of wh:te-wine and ale mixed 
ther, and when he has taken a ſwinge or two of that, he 
ſends for the matter of the houſe : Faith ſays he (with a kind 
of vanity) I was damnab'e drunk laſt night, and my ſtomach 
is a little unea(y this morning; I think we had beſt try what 
a quart of hock for a whet will do. By that time this is 
drank, and perhaps another, and a pipe or tuo of tobacco 
ſmoaked into the bargain, in come: the dinner; if he can eat 
a bit, but tis ten to one whether he can or not; however, he 
can drink as weil as the beſt of them, and th. refore fits down 
with them for company. Here the half fl. ſæ mult be called 
for in courſe, and the good miſtreſs of the houſ.'s health be- 
gan ic a bumper, with ſo many othe encearing healths, that 
tis ten to one but he's more than half {ca's over before the 
cloth is laid. Es 


I he can get any body to hear him company, here he fixes, 
till he's ſo thoroughly drunk, that a poſſe of drawers and port- 
ers are forc'd to be called in to lug him into a chair, or coach, 
to carry him out of harms way. to his own ledgings. But if 
he can prevail with nobody to do him the ſavoùꝭ to ſtay here, 
ard be drunk with him, then in a ſort of hazy condition he 
| Blun{ers to the play houſe, (the general place of rendezvous, 

. whee 


1 
where he ſleeps, farts, and ſtinks for an hour or two. and fo 
returns perhaps to his former vomit. The pit know him well, 
and keep as far out of his reach as they can, eſpecially the 
beauxs; for if he chance to fall foul of one of them, he cer- 
tainly ruins bim for that voyage, or at leaſt forces him, upon 
the inconveni. ncy, to ſt:er to the next barber's ſtop, to nw 


rig and mendify. Pert aps ſome antiquated whore, that fer 


company ſake can drink and ſmoke a pipe, and be drunk as 
well as he, for want of a better adventure, halls him to her, 


and lays him abruad ; and if ſhe can but once d-coy him to a 


tavern, ſhe plies him ſo very warmly, that ſhe ſoon makes 
him quite drunk, then dexteroaſly picks his pocket, and ſo 


leaves him. 


And this is the way a great many of theſe ſ ert of gentry 


paſs away their lives, till an h:bitual courſe of fo:tiſhnefs and 


debauchery hath either made them inſer ſible, or thrown 


them into a fever, or ſome other dangerou+ diſtemper, which 
carries them off entirely; or at leaſt brings the gout, ſtone, 


grave!, ſtrangury, or ſome ſuch thing upon them, by which 
the wiiole remaiuder of their lives is rendered bitter and un- 
comfortable. 1 


But fir, I remember the caut on you gave me in your laſt 
i. e. to make my letters as ſhort as I could; and fo i'll give 
the character of the other two idle com paniuns in my next, 


CCC 


Characters of a Beau and Gameſter, to- 


gether with ſome ſhort reflections upon 
Idleneſs in general. e 


| The Cherader of a B EA U. 


\ BBA u is a creature of a nature ſo different and diſ- 


agreeable to the former, that you'd hardly take him 
to be of the ſame ſpecies, and his time cut out to 


quite contrary uſes; ſome of it Þ ſpent in the idle purſuit of 


modes 


1 


To! and faſhions, in contriving his cloa he, a d puttin 

them on to the meſt advantage; ano her part of his time 1s 
conſumed in admiring himſelf, or projecting to be admired by 
others, and the reſt in hearing of flatterirs, reflecting and ru- 


minating upon them. The firſt three hours of every day are 


c-nſtant'y dedicated to the ſetting his wig and cravat, rolling 
his ſtocking , redning his lips, and painting his nauſeous phiz, 
and the like. | | ; 


| When he thinks he has manage] himſelf in the beſt o' der 
as may be, perhaps he ſta ks majeſti al y to the coff-c-houſe, 
where he teazes ſomebody with an hou 's impertinence, drinks 
his diſh of tea, and is laughed at, and then, forſoth, he 
muſt have a chair call'd, to c:riy him to a lady (it may be) 
does him only the honour, after a l, to let him dine with her 
dogs and her Abig- il; or perhaps, if ſhe be in a very good 


humour, ard wants a little ſport, wil! admit him to the fa- 


vour to flay a game of cards with her, till ſhe has won his 
moncy, and made him the common buffoon to the company, 
and then ſhe diſmiſſeth him with a j ſt: From hence, per- 


haps, he marches to anoth-r, and tell her a thouſand ſtories, 


how kind my lady — was to him, what a plentifu! din- 
ner they | a1, a d how earneſtly ſhe preſſed him to ſlay longer 
with her; in ſhort, tis ten to one but his company grows un- 
grat:ful there too. Ladies don't often love ſuch fools, that 


are fit for nothing elf but to be ſtack up in a garden to fright 
the birds from the fruit; and fo to be rid of him, one of the 


maids has the ſign given her to take him aſide, and tell him 


that her miſtreſs expects viſitors, and his company won't be 


convenient. 


From hence, it m:y be, he walks to the pliy-houſe, where 


his chief buſineis is to obſerve the ladies in the boxes, and to 


£xpole himſef to em: When the play is done, he places him- 
ſe'f at one of the doors of the houſe, and ſtands ready to offer 


his hand to help th. m ſeverally into their coaches ; if there be 

ever a one that will take him home with h-r, well and good; 
inns - 

| Porter's, where he lolls about for another hour or two, and 

then the huſineſs of the day is done with bim. If there be 


if not, by the help of a link, he picks his way to the 


any broken intervals, which cannot be ſo well devoted to 
theſe ſet and ſolemn fopperies, thoſe are commonly gleaned up 
by ſome other inſignificant trifles ; ſo that the main 2 

TR RO: „ whole 


in the morning they get * to bed. 


5 


whole life i; nothing elſe but one cont nged ſcene of folly and 
impertinence. x7 


PRO e ee EN eee 


The Charatiter of a GAME STER. 


half Sot, half Beau; and in his natute and conſti- 
tution, worſe than either of them. Indeed, I want a 
name for him; and if he be a profeſſed gameſter, and has 
taken up the- trade purely for a livelihood, he's no more fit 


. Gameſter is a ſort of compoſition of both theſe together, 


to be admitted into the (o:iety of country gentlemen, than a 


mad dog is to be turned looſe into a kennel of beagles; where 


if he ſets his venomo.:s teeth into any of em, they conſe- 


quently run mad too, and fo are fit for nothing but to be 
worm'd or hanged, to prevent the infection of the reſt of the 
company. Thee, forleoth, range the rown in the garb, and 


under the characte:s of gentlemen ; and indeed ſome of them 


are originally, but then in their practices they are not only a 


ꝛeproach to their family, but to their titie too. *Tis a wor- 
thy employment ſor a gentleman, is it uot? To make it his 


buſine's to find out young heirs of much wealth, and little 


_ prudence, and to rock them at play, or entangle them into 


ſurytiſn p, or perhaps betray them into ſome mean and une- 


qual matches? 


This is their common practice; and when they have hit of 


loch a one, they ſeize upon him with as much eagerneſs, and 
cbſerve him with the ſame joy, as a vulture does the fall of 


a carcafe. But I ſha!l have other opportunities to ſpeak with 
them i» their proper places, and therefore i'll wave them now. 
As to the gent emen who uſe gaming, as their ordinary me- 
thod to {quander away their time, their uſu-] cuſtom is this; 
to ſpend the r morning at the Tennis Court, their afternoon 


at the Bowling Green, their evening at the Play: houſe ; from 


thenc: to their miſtreſs; from her to the Groom Porter's; 
from the Groom Porter's to the Tavern ; and from thence, 
perhaps (if they don't commit ſome outrages, that obliges the 
watch to ſecure them from further miſchief) about four or five 


In 


44 


In ſhort, fir, a Gameſler is a compoſition of almoſt al the 
vices of the town jumbled together; his ordinary dialect is 
{wearing and curſing, and his occupation ſolely depends upon 
lying, ſalſhood, and perjury. His life's a perfect lottery and 
h:zard table; to day he's an Eiquire, and ſo proud and 
inſolent, no-body can ſpeak to him; to-morrow he's a beg- 


gar, and as meek as a lamb ; and but lend him a guinea to ſet 
him up, you may ſay or do what you will to him. To have 
done with him. His time is ſo equally divided between 


vice, folly, and impertinence and commonly ſo taken up 
and foreſtalled by his deſigns and projects, and which way to 
man ge his cheats and and adventures; or, at leaſt, he is ſo 
harraſſed and fatigued with his loſſes and diſappointments, 
that his whole thoughts, and that together, are loſt in the 
hu-ry. And thus he lives an abſolute ſlave, and dies a per- 
Ff & wretch. : | | 


You ſee, fir, how theſe ſort of ſparks apply their time ; and 


truly, mott of your country gentlemen, that comes to London, 


purely to ſpend their money to ſee faſhions, fall under one 
of theſe de nominations, Well, what can make men, gent'e- 
men eſpecially, (that are diſtinguiſhed by ſeve:al extraordi- 
vary advantages from the reſt of their kind) ſuffer themſelves 
tobe impoſed upon by theſe kind of follies, I know not. 


121 neſs is certainly the grand cauſc ; and, according to that 


common principle of nature, they muſt be doing miſchief 
when they can find no other empioy. But then, has virt e 
loſt her pre:ogative ? Is ſhe grown in this laſt age ſo old and 
deformed, that ſhe has quite loſt all her charms and endear- 
mens? No, no, my friend, ſhe is ftill the fame, as charm- 
ing and as beautiful as ever——The world is grown wcre, 


*tis ti ue, but virtue never changes. If you would but aQuate 
your own reaſon, and difinchant yourſelf from this unlucky 


reſolution, you'd ſoon find ſhe'd propoſe a method to you, both 
to delight and direct you in your country life, a thouſand 
times beyond any thing in the moſt guſtful ſenſualities the city 
can pretend to. e 


To ſum up all, there is a kind of juſtice that obliges a 


gentleman to fiay in the country and live upon his eſtate; 


this he ſhould do, not only for the ſake of charity and hoſ- 
pitality, but likewiſe upon the account of his poor neigh- 


bour: and tenants, to whoſe ſweat ind labour a great part of 
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the proſit an] advantages of his land is owing. They, Tm 
ſure, ſhou'd be encouraged, ſupported, and aſſiſted — But, 
how can that be, when the whole profits muſt be ſent up to 
ſupport the grandeur, equipage, and extravagence of a lewd 
town? And 't's ſome odds, ted. whether the annual rents 
will do the buſine s or no; *tis very ohen ſeen that ſuch kind 
of luxuri-s and inconfiderat? methods of living, not oaly 
deſtroy the crop, but the ſoil likewiſe ; prey upon the very 
heart and vitals of an eſtate; and many have ſtaid ſo long 
in town, unt! they have had nothing left to retite into the 
country. | | | 


There's much to be ſaid to prove this town to be the forge 
of vanity, a nurſery of vice, a ſnare to the young, a curſe to 
the old, and a perpetual ſpring of new temptition:. But, ['ve 
faid enough already, to let you ſee my ſentiments of the matter. 
My next buſineſs ſhall be to diſcover and expoſe to you, ſeveral 
of the moſt praQtic and common humours and tricks of it; 
ſom? of which you'll certainly be encountered with almoſt upon 
your firſt arrival. | dee 


The Humours and Tricks of the Playhouſe 
are expoſed. 


TT TAVING finiſhed the firſt part of my deſign, and. 
as I ſaid, expoſed the town to you, as our fathers were 
wont to do to their children, 1come now to the iecond 
thing ; firſt, to lay before you ſume of the humours, ticks, 
and cheats of it, which, as a young gentleman and a ſtrang-r, 
you are in moſt danger of; and, ſecondly, to give you ſame 
eneral directions and advice, how you may beſt guird your- 
ſelf againſt them. And firſt, fir, I will wait upon 501 to 
the Playhouſe (fer thither, I'm confident, your inclinations 
or curioſity, or both together, will ſoon lead you) and bcar 
you company according to the beſt of my judgment, through 
the different accidents and adventures which, as a ſtranger, 
vou may ſoon expect to be encountered with as ſoon as you 
1 i „„ 
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come there. In our play. houſes at London, beſides an upper 
gallery for Footmen, Coachmen, Mendicants, &c. we have 
three other different and diſtinct claſſes; the firſt is call: d the 
boxes, where there is one peculiar to the King ard Royal 
Family, and the reſt for the perions of quality, and for the 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the bigheſt rink, unleſs ſome fools 
that have more money thin wit, or, perhaps, more impu- 
dence than both, crowd in among 'em. | 


The ſecond is cal'ed the Pit, where fit the Wits, Judges, 
and Cenſurers, or, rather, the Ce ſurers without eicher wit 
or judgment. Thefe are the Bully-judges, who damn and 
ſink the play at a venture. Tis no matter whether ir be good 
or bad, but 'tis a Play, and they are the judges, and ſo it 
muſt be damn'd, curs'd, and cenſur'd in courſe. In com- 
mon, with theſe fit the Eſquires, Sharpers, Beaus, Bullies, 

and Whores, and here and there an extravagant male and fe- 
male Cit. The third is diſtinguiſhed by the title of the Mid- 
_ dle-gallery, where the Citizens wives and dinghters, together 
with the Journeymen, Apprentices, S:rvirgmen and Abi- 
gails commonly take their places; and now and then ſome 
deſponding miſtreſſes and ſuperanuated Poets; into one of 
theſe vou mutt go; and, conſidering your circumſtances I | 
think the Pit i;, the moſt proper. Fn 


Wel, when yoa come there, the eyes of every body are 
preſently upon you, eſpecially the whores and ſharpers, who 
immediately give out the word, to try if any body knows you, 
and if they find you are a ſtranger, then a iady in a maſk, 
alias whore, which (as they expref it) is a good Tongue Pad, 

is forthwith detached to go and found you; and in the mean 
time a cabal of Bullies and Sharpers are conſulting which way 
you muſt be managed, and paſſing their judgment upon you. 

The l:dy comes up to you with a kind of formal impudence, 
and fixes herſelf as near to you as ſhe can, and then begins 
ſome looſe and imp.rtinent prate, to diaw you into diſcourſe 
ans 5 | 


If the finds you a man fit for their turn, ard a true Eſquire, 
with ſome fort of ſabtle and inf.nuating civility, ſhe leaves you 
a litile, to go and make her report to her ſriends and allies, 
in another part of the Pit, who are earneſt'y waiting to * 
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the ſucceſs of her negociation. Here ſome proper meaſures 
are ſoon reſolved upon, and ſhe is diſpatched to you again with 
new inſtructions, and will be ſure to ſtick to you until the end 
of the play; and in all the interlude3 be conſtantly chattering 
to you, to {crew herſelf as far as poſſible into your acquaint- 
ance and familiarity. | 


When the play is over, ſhe certainly marches out with 
you, and, by the way, perhaps, does you the favour to let 
you have a glimpſe of her painted face, &c. If ſhe fees 


| you take no notice of her, and ſeem inſenſible of her de- 


ſign, ſhe comes to a cloſe parley with you, and muſt needs 
kcow which way you go; be it which way it will, her way's 


the very ſame; and fo, to aveid the trouble of calling ano- 


ther coach, if you'll ſet her down, ſhe'll give you a caſt 
ſome other night. Tis ten to one but this is agreed to.— 


And now ſhe has got you by herſelf, ſhe begins to cajole and 
Hatter you; to commend ſome particular part; your ſhape, 
mein, carriage, gocd nature, and civility ; but above all, 
the kindneſs of taking her into your coach; in confidera- 


tion of which, if you'll do her the favour to go home with 
her to ber lodging, ſhe'll exert her beſt endeavours to make 


you ample amencs. 
When you come thitler, the firſt part of the enter- 

tainment is, with her own char:er ard circumſtances, which 

ſhe commonly makes uſe of for an introduction of enquir 


into yours. When ſhe has fully equipped herſclf with your 
whole ſtate and condition, if ſhe finds you worth her trouble, 
why, then ſhe's ſo much captivated with your geateel de- 


portment, free diipeſition, your even temper, and converſa- 


tion, that ſhe muſt beg leave to inſiſt on your company to- 


morrow to dine with her. And thus the train is laid that 
will eff-Etually blow you up and ruin you inevitably, if you 
give her a ſecond opportunity of touching it with the fatal 


You are bardly gone cut of the rœom, when in comes the 
reſt of the confederacy, a ſct of bullies, ſharzers and whores, 
ard then the tables are ioon tureed, and you that were but 
the 1:1t moment one of the moſt accompliſhed perſons in the 
univerſe, are now made the grand laughing- ſtock for the 
night. Your dreſs muſt be anatomiſed ; your mein and cr 


„ 


lect buffooned and ric icul d; in ſbert, they conclude you fit 
tor nothing but a culley, and taat they reſolve, by ſome mrans 
or other to make of you. | 1 8 


But to return again to the Playhou'e. IF they find their 
whore can do no good with yon, they then try another ex- 
pedient. An ingeriors gentleman, that's bo.n' w ftward of 
England, makes up to you; and he, forſouth, muſt knov 
what country man you r, or what's o'clc cz by your watch; 
or what part of the tou n you lodge in, or where you ſup ? 
The ſe ſort of ſparks are commonly well ticked, I me.r, 
with confidence and impertinence, and therefore don't ſtan-i 
much upon forms and cer: monies with you; but, by his 
ſoul, if you'll go along with him to a tavern, and drirk the. 
heal:h of an honeſt gentleman of your countty, which, per- 
haps, he either k-ows, or has heard bis name, he will take 
you to a glaſs of the beſt wine in London. His buſineſs with 
you is of the ſame nature with the forme:. It he can wheedle 
you thither, fi ſt to make you drunk, then to craw you into 


gaming, and then by the h-Ip of his f.1ſe d ce, flight of hand, 


and other tricks, (the only arts that he is matter of) he ſoon 
gets your ready money, and takes your nct-s for more; by 
which means he links you ſo feſt. tl at, without the great. t 
caution, you are inſenfibly ruined before you can dik mangle 


ee yourf. If. 


But if this don't paſs upon you, neith:r, why then comes 
a third; and his buſineſs is to draw you into a quarrel, or, at 
leaſt, to iry whether you will fight upon occaſion, and if you 
won't, they naturally conclude that a coward and a cully are 
convertible terms, and fo wil be conſtantly teazing you, un- 
til they have gained their poin:. His way of proceeding with 


you, is either to tread upon your tecs, cough in your face, 


ruffle, crowd er diſcompuſe you. But, aft-r all, if he finds 

yon r. ſent this behaviour, and grows rough upon the matter, 

he inſtantly flies to h's grand reſerve, begs your pardon, and 
ſneaks off. bs | | 


When neither of theſe can do your buſineſs, them comes 


up a Foriorn Hope, a worthy old Matron, deeply ſkilled in 
the famous ſcience of Procuration, and accoſts you, firſt with 


a ſcripture phraſe or two, perhaps; or if ſhe finds that don't 
ſo well agree with your palate, (for ſome of you es gen- 
| Es tlemen, 


t 
C 
a 
* 
* 
fe 
d 
t] 
2 


C38 3 


tlemen, are not over ſond of {cripture, ſhe changes her diſ- 
courſe into bawdy, and ſo, with a lietle of one and t'other, 
and a chuck und.r the chin into the bargain, ſhe whiſpers 
you iv the ea-, and tel, you in plain terms, ſhe perceives 
you are a young country | mpeg and if you haye a mind 
jor a taſte of the town, ſhe lives in Bow-ſtreet, Covent Gar- 
den; and if you'll come and ſup with her, ſhe can ſhew you 


three or four couple of the choiceſt ſtrumpets (ladics ſhe calls 
em) abcut the rown. 


You ſc e, fir, how nat-ral'y theſe beaſts of prey hone 4 
Country Squire; and if they can but once blow him a little 
that he becomes obnoxious to the herd, they ſeldom loſe 


the (cent till they have ler him up (as you phraſe ic) brought 


him to a bay, and then they ſoon pull him down and mangle 
bim as they will. | 


If you can paſs theſe pikes, and come ſafe off from the 


| Whore, the Sharper, the Bully, and the Bawd, which l hop: 


you will do, by the afliftan.e of the cautions I have juſt 


given you, then you'll be a little at liberty to look abo t 


yo", and make your obſervations. J he ſlage, I muſt own, 
(ti.l ſo many immoral practiſes and irregularities broke in up- 
on it) was originally of admirable uſe and defign,————— 
*T was a kind of looking glaſs to the na: ion, where a man of 
ſenſe might farm as trie a judgine it of the humours and in- 
clinatiors of the better ſort of the kingdom, as in any part of 


the town beſides. —— How it came to loſe ſo much of its 


beauty and ornament in theſe latt-r years, is no great matter 
to our purpoſe. 8 | | 


If you will come here now, you muſt take it as men do 
their wives, for betier or worſe. [is already in a ftate of 


declenſion; and, for my pat, I am not fo much a friend 
e ther to the mob or fanaticks, to give my vote for its utter 
ext'rpation. To go on then, it 't be a new play, the Houle 
is common'y v.ry full, eſp: cially if the author be a new one 
too; upon ſuch occaſions, every body that has an inclination 


for the Playhouſe, is willing to gratify his deſire with ſuch a 


12 8 | novelty. 
*.* 
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Though, indeed, I muſt confeſs, when I look into the plays 
that were wro:e formerly, and compa e them with the gene- 
rality of thoſe which have been written here of late, in my 
poor judgment, the plots and characters, and what is more 
ſtrange, the ſti'e too, is grown ſo profoundly dull and flat, 
that a man muſt have a very good appetite who can digeſt ſuch 
into erable traſh witho-t a ſurfeit. Well, let it be what it 

will, provided it be ſtamped with a new name and a ſtrange 
title, it certainly raiſes the mob, calls together the Whores 

and Bawds, the Eſquites, Beaus, Cits, Bullies, &. who 
com: all crowding in ſhoal:, to hear what tais wonderous new 
man can ſay. | 


The third day, if, by the help of a good prologue and 
epilogue, good acting, dancing and ſinging, good {cenes, and 
the like, the ſickly, half got brat can be kept alive ſo long, 
is commonly the grand day; then you may obſerve the gen- 
eral humours of the hou e. In one part of it you'll ſee the 
judges and wits, with abundance cf hangers on and interlopers, 
cenſuring and miſtaking the ſenſe, if there be any, for non- 
ſenſ. lis ten to one, if there be any part above the reit, 

but ſome of the'e pretending coxcombs un. uckily pitch upon 
that for their ſubject to laugh at.— The reaſon of this 13 very 
plain, perhaps they may know ea little of the Merry Andrew 
Parts, the Dull Jokes and Drolls, which at beſt are but the 
rubbiſh and lumber of the play; but for the flights and ex- 
taſtes, and the ſhining parts of it, thoſe are utterly out of their 
element; and ſo, conſequently they are forced to damn and 
cenſure them in courſe, becauſe they don't und rſtand them, 
The poor poet muſt be confounded and maul'd; and what's 
ſtill worſe, if there be ever a Fanatick that ſets up for a judge, 
if there's but a few accidental expreſſions that don't exactly 
ſquare with his opinion and inclination. the whole play, npon 
the ſcore of one ſingle character or paragraph, muſt be eſteem- 
ed a ſatyr againſt the government, and have an embargo laid 
upon it; and the poor author be doomed as an enemy to the 
public, to be taken into cuſtody and whipt, &c. Thie, 
within the ſmall compaſs of my own knowledge, has been 
the fate of ſome of them ; and, indeed, I have known one 

ol the beſt tragedies that ever was written, ſtopped upon ſuch. 


a p'que. 


In, 


„ 


r 
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In another part of the houſe ſit the poet's friends, who 
are reſolved to carry him off right or wrong; tis no mittcr 


to them, whether the play be well or ill done, they're enga- 


gd either from friendſhip, intereſt, or a natural ſpirit of 


contradiction to oppoſe the other ſactioa; and thoſe you'll ob-. 
ſerve ſtraddling upon the feats, hollowing, clapping and floun- 
cing, making ſuch an impertinent clatter and noiſe, and uſing 
ſo many inſolent and indecent actions. that I adviſe you as a. 
friend, to keep as far from them as poſſible. 


But, what's worſe ſtill, perhaps, in the very nick of all, 
comes ina drunken Lord, with a party of low-country war- 
riors; or, what's more common, a country Squire, that 
has lately taken up the noble profeſſion of ſcouring and re- 
velling ; and, to ſhew their parts and their courage, rai'e a 

uarrel, aud put the whole houſe in confuſion ; then you'll 
ce fine work indeed; the Whores tumbling over the feats, 
and the Squires and Beaus tumbling after in oYocrible fright 


and diſorder; the whole Pic's in arms in a moment, and every 


man's ſword drawn to defend himſelf; ſo that, if the uproar 
be not inſtantly ſuppieſſed, it is great odds but there is ſome, 
bo dy murdered. N 


Theſe inſurrections, I conſeſs, do not often happen ; and 


it is well they do not, for if they did they might &en play 


by themſelves ; for, who but a madman would run the | 
of being ſtabbed, or trodden to death, to gratify himſelf with 
an empty, inſignificant curiofity ? And, indeed, moſt of our 
ow Farces have little elſe but barely that to recommend 
them. 


But, Sir, if after all you will ſtill go to the Playhouſe ; 
(which 1 hope will be very ſeldom, eſpecially when you have 
any buſineſs. of moment to divert or call you off otherways, ) 
why then, if you'll take a few ſhort inſtructions along with 

ou, I'm confident, if they do you no good they can do no 


harm; at worſt, I preſume, you'll eſteem them a well in- 


tended impertinence, and that's the moſt pardonable error of 
any thing of that kind. . | | ME ne, 

Well then, upon the former proviſo, that you have a few 
leiſure hours that are entirely upon your hands, ard are re- 


ſolved to make uſe of the ray to fill up thoſe idle intervals, = 


the 


En 


the beſt way is to fix yourſelſ in ſome advantageous part of 


the Pit, whcre with the leaſt diſturbance and inte rtuption, 
you may not only obſerve the action and behaviour of the 
AQors, but likewiſe hear every individual part diſtinct y, by 
which means you may be able to underſtand the plot and de- 
ſign of the play, and to judge of the ſeveral chatactefs, and 

at they drive at; for unleſs you do this, the beſt Piay that 
ever was written can ſcem nothing elſe but an empty din of 
words, and a jumble of things ſtuck together without any 
manner of order. Tis true, the greateſt part of thoſe that fre- 
quent the playhouſe, come thither upon a quite different er- 
rand; perhaps to ſee the paſſionate love, or hate of ſome 
great Q een or Lady, tepreſented ; the deſtruction of ſome 
Prince or Herd, or the rape of a Virgin; or, what's more 
uſual, to hear the ſinging and ſee the dancing; ro obſerve 
ſome of the little drol ing humours and ſcenes, and fine dreſſes 


of the 2 but, I hope you would not herd among fuch 


2 Mob? If this be all you 1 to yourſelf !rom the ſtage, 
even ſave yout money, and ſtep to Moorfields, where a Monn- 


tebanle and his Andrew will divert you as well. No, no, fir, 


the true defiph of the ſtage is utterly foreign to thi; i. e. to 
expoſe and detect rebellion and faction, and vice in general, 


and to exalt and commend loyalty, honour and virtue; and 
ey, there is ſcarcely a Play (if you take it right) that is 
Ae at either of the Houſes in London, but makes ſome. 


Kind of advante towards one of theſe ends. Tis true, chat 


222 like the money of a fool as well as they do of the man 
of le 


ſenſe, and id ſine meaſure ate as willing to pleaſe him 
With cheir trifles and baubles, as divert the other with their 
encomiums and ſatyrs; though, by the way, I muſt tell them 
they had beſt take care that by their Farces and Diolls, and 
Freie ack-pudging 

duſes uphh their awn heads ; but it ſeems they are above 


* em— tis well there are more fools than men of ſenſe 
hat are their cuſtomers; if there were not, for all their huf- 
fi, their ſhares might be ſoon drawn into a narrow compaſs. 
Wel, Sir, ro have done with then and the ſuhject too, if 
you pleaſe to obſerve what I have told you, with this one 


| — more, i. e. never to embark yourſelf upon any pre- 


| Hence or account whatſoever, in any of the quarres, hamoure, 
intrigues of {aQtiohs of the Stage, you may theh paſs away 


n 


tricks, they do not at laſt pull their 
wn oe ſo I won't go out of my road to trouble my head 


e ate: A Ry OE 
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an hout or two gt the Playhogle, poce in a. month, but no 
oftener, without avy great watter of Man. wid 285 
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The T ticks of the Cock-Pits, mat the 
| Cheatsof Horſe- Races — Foot-Match- 


es are expoſed. 
I A x high time do wind up my aceount. I cap 

u. Ihave no vnnity in te porting theſe matters; they 
2 age — unpleaſant for me to write: as they ean be 
Gor you to read. But ſtill. Sir, I remember my promises I 
 cogaged-to fthew a little of moſt of the follies and yillanies 
of the Town. I which, as a Gentleman and Stranger; you're 
maſt in cavger of being trapann'd. and impoſed upan by, 
when you come into it. To proceed then to the xeſt, for once 
Tul take you to a Cock- match; and if you love that diverſion, 
ll ſnew you a battle or two, in order to:-prove./how much our 
{parks in London — their affairs beyond a rears in 
dhe οοE,ͥ- . 55 


Cock ſgbting. 5s an ancient. Sa bort. af diverſion, 
that for ſome years has been of high ar even aapngſt 
the Nobility and chief Gentry of Eog tis naw, indeed, 
in a ſtate of declination ; Gentlemen percei wo che conſtant 
charge, foily, and inconvenience that * upon it, have 
in 5 wiſely laid it down. 


Aud the Sharpers, Rooks, and 1 together with 
ſome few fools bave taken it up, or elſe the croel port, for 
| :that's the beſb title I can give it, (and I think the beſt it a8. 
ſerves) had been happily worn out and loft, and there had 
-been an lend ont. For my part, I cannot conceĩve where the 
great diverſion of * lies; the B. ar-gagden ang 

© a Lack 


AVING Sorered fs many of the cheats and 
wicks.of che Town to you already, v may. new | 
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_ Cock-pit are both alike; and truly, in my judgment, are 
both inhuman and unnatural ;/ neither gives but little ſatisfac- 
tion. But this is nothing to the purpole ; it paſſes under the 
notion of a harmleſs recreation among the reſt, the Rooks and 
Sharpers get money by it, and therefore we'll go and ſee how 
their point is managed. | 8 


Their firſt buſineſs is to inſinuate themſelves, with bribes, 
into an acquaintance with the feeders, and to learn each Cock's 
particular marks, breed, manner of fighting, &c. When 
they are thoroughly equipped with theſe, and each other in- 
telligence that can give them the leaſt advantage in point of 
judgment, they e their bets, but ſtill their eyes are fixed 
upon the Cock for the better obſcrvation of each wound and 
turn of the battle; and moſt of the old Cockers are ſo ex- 
treme ſharp and quick-fighted in theſe caſes, that for the meſt 
part they can diſcover the niceſt advantage, and therefore 
either take or lay the odds to bring themſelves off. So far it 
is fair enough; every man is to be commended for making 
the moſ of his buſineſs ; and, indeed, it is impoſſible for them 
to uſe their talents ih a fair match further than this comes to, 
unleſs it be to wrangle off their bets when loſt, and bring ſome 
of their gang to give falſe judgment, which is too common 


All this is but little to their buſineſs ; for iſ there was no- 
thing elſe in it but the advantage in point of judgment, they 
muſt ſcon be forced to find ſome new adventure, or prepare 
to fight battles of a different nature. Their bufineſs for the 
moſt part comes on when the Grand Match is over, (unleſs 
the — one of their making) then, pe h«ps, the re is a 
Bye- match or two to divert the company at parting, in order 
to their incer:K. „„ 


Here is ſet down one of the ſhirpeſt narrow heel'd Cocks 
belonging to them, againſt one they well know to be a perfect 
lug; and tis ten to one too, 10 make all things ſure, hut 
they crack his beak, or chruſt a pin into the roof of his 
mouth, or blunt the point of his gafflks, or cramp Him with 
a hair about his thigh ; for: in ſuch caſes ail. tliibgs muſt be 
made fecure on their ſide; but then the force of their de- 


biens, chiefly depends on the managing point, againſt their 


Cock comes to be ſet down; in order to which, one of the 


among ſuch a 


4 


more reputable ſort of ſharpere, offers large bets upon the 
Cock that is to loſe, and withal teveral Sham wagers are 
laid among themſclves. This ſays he, is a brother to the 
Pile that killed Squire G—=———'s Hen, and my Lord 
C————'s Duck wing, that won the famous battle o. 
New Market; and, perhaps be a ſightly Cock, and good in 
nature too. Df | 


By theſc, and ſach like tatagems, tis odds but there are 


| ſeveral ſnapt. To colour the matter, when the buſineſs is- 


over, they pretend he received a wound in the body in the 


_ ſparring blows ; and if he had not been accidently diſabled, 


he would without doubt have won the battle, and will fight 
one of the ſame brood, with any Cock in England, for an 


I would not wiſh, Sir, to be too troubleſome with this 
kind of ſtuff, but leave you to judge from this ſhort draught 
what theſe gentlemen would be at. Their ſole buſineſs is 
flat Sharping and Rooking ; and if you'll venture in amongſt 
'em, and hazard ſome caſh, depend upon't, if a ſtranger, 
they'll have ſome device, either fair or foul, to cheat before 
you part with em. „ | 


After all th:ſe maxims laid down, 1 cannot conceive what 


ſhould induce a Gentleman to hazard himſelf and reputation 
gang of varlets! Where can the diverſion or 
feiicity be, to ſee a kennel of deep mouth'd Ruffians (ſtand- 
ing round a pair of fooliſh creatures) hallowing, curſing and 
ſwearing, whilſt they mangle one another to death? This 
is a very unaccountable method of diſpoſing of yourſelf, in- 


deed ! Well, Sir, I will not tiouble you more about it; you 


ſee how matters ſtand, and a: there is no abſolute reaſon for. 


_ plunging into ſuch manifeſt inconveniencies, een take it for 


your -pains and ſet down with the loſs. 
And next for horſe racing. Why, that's, in the main, a 


cheat as bad, if not worſe than the former, for many an ho- 
neſt gentleman has been bubbled out of his whole eſtate. As 


to the great matches between Noblemen aud Gentlemen, and 
the Plate matches, c. That's all country buſineſs, and don't 
fall within the compaſs of my deſign; and I am glad it does 


nat, for if it did, I ſhould be apt to mention ſomething that 


would 
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would not, pere ps, have agreed fo well with their te p<Aive , 
Charatterss | -- 1 8, 


However, if you are for a Courſe, and will be betting with 
them, take this among the r: it, that unleſs you have 2 true, 
knowlege of the Horſe and Rider, more eſpecially the dehgn 
of the owner, you may as well be taken in by a Jockey, Lord, 
or Eſquire, as by an Oſtler, or Horſe-courſer : And what's 
worſe, muſt not comp'ain neither ; if you do, you afeont em 
and then wars will eniuc. . 


In ſhort, I think you have no great buſineſs to go among 
them. Eut ſince we are upon the ramble, we'll make a ſhort 
trip to Banſtead d ns, or Hackney-matſh, and ie- what com- 
pany's there. There, ['l] warrant, if you're for ſuch ſort f 
ſport, diverſion need not be wanted. Weil, I would not keep 


t be remembered, there's not a match in aweuty run but 
what's a cheat. The heart of the cam pang's made up of no- 
thing but Jockeys, Horſe courkrs, Ofticy-, and Farriets, wich 
ſome extravagant Cit zen, who arc learwog to gallop apd 
wonage their Racers, .agaiul they are furerd to mount chem 


upon another oc ſion. 


aſter he bas wiſcly raced himſelf out af bis ſhop makes as 
aocompliſhed an Highwayman as ithe beſt Butcher, Coach- 
man, or Ofiler of them all. But, Sir, I'm ſuxe you wan't 
like chis Company; (beſides you have enough af at in pour 
own Country, and therefore we'll leave them to-manage their 
cheats by ahemf{clve, and make the beſt of aur way to Hyde 
Park, to try if we can have any better , diverſion at a Foot 


Foot Racing, is juſt of the fame nature with the former, only 
with this difference ; that they rob on foot, the other on horſe- 


XN the general buſineſs of each is to make ſham matches, ta draw 
in {trangers, and to impoſe upon them by their villainous 


known in Town, that there's few but the rabble take natice 
of them. I could have entertained yon with ſome of their 
| e . ſcanclalaus 


you long among them, for they are adangeraus {e', theigfore 
1 


A genteel Cit, who dces not ride above ten or eleven love, 


back ; the one's a 'Highwayman, the other a Pad. In ſnort, 


cheats and tricks; which are now grown ſo common and well 


mu _ os ——y 
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ſcandalous ſtratagems and devices, bat that I think ch m both 

delow a G-ntleman's ear and pen, They are only fit for the 
correction of the Mcb, ſo &en let's le ve their trial to them, 
«herier a horſe pond, or houſ.-of- office will work towards 
their reformation. 1 


K , ,πντιε ε εε sx 


The villanies of Guinea-Droppers, and Sweetners 
are expoſed. 


f cheat, that was recommended to the world about 
ninety years ago, by a memorable gentleman, that 


| (3: INE A-Dropping, or Sweetning, is a paltry lite 


has fince-bad the tnisfortune to be taken off, I mean hang'd 


for a miſdemeanor upon the highway, However, he left the 


myllery behind him, which has ever ſince been managed with 


pretty goud ſuccris, by ſome of the worthy Members of his 
gang, and is now improved to that high perfection, that "tis 
become a perfect occupation, and ſeveral rema:kable perſons 
live upon it. Ns 5 


The general places where the maſters of this ar: rend zvous, 
is in Mcorfields, Covent Garden, and in moſt other public 
places between Weſtminſter Hall and Temple Bar; elpecially 


ia the two former; and 'ts ſome odd, if a Countryman, or a 


ſtraager paſſes through either of them, but he is attacked by 
them. The manner of this cheat is thu", as Ih dit from one 
of the chief Maſters of the faculty, that, it ſeems, has quitied 
the buſine's upon ſome diſlike. | : SO 


5 Say he, to make us A complzat get, there mult be three 
of us; one to per onate a Merchant, the other a Country Gen- 
tieman, and the third a Tradeſman. When we have bit of 


our Cully, and they have common y a damn ble nation of a 


perſon for their turn, one of our ang ma- ches directly before 
him, and anotber fol ews cloſe behind, until they are 

Cm? to a Iofivenient place, where the mouth, (as they are 
p.eafed to term him) muſt ne:ds obſerye; and then the ſpark 
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tnat is in the front drops the Guinea: Faith, (ſays he, turn. 
ing about to the ſtrange r) J have found a piece of money here, 
I think "tis a guinea, and then if he that is in the rear, per- 


ecives he is inſenſible of the cheat, up be ſtarts and claims 


halves. 


After a little ſham ſquabble between the two cheats, ſays 
the fuſt, if any body has a right to a ſnack, "tis this gentle - 
man, who ſaw me take it up: But to prevent diſputes, come 


(faith he) tis a lucky bit, we'll ev'n go all to the tavern, and 
ſpend the odd money, and then divide the remainder fairly 
amongſt us, FEE , 


The third ſtill continues at a diſtance to obſerve the ſucceſs 

of their management, and in what tavern they houſe him, 

which is one where they commonly have a thorough acquaint- 

ance and familiarity. When he is fixt, then in comes he in 

2 rear hurry, and pretended confuſion for the lofs of a bill, 
v 


ich he ſays he ſuppoſes he dropt juſt now, in the very room 
where they are drinking; and to coiour the matter, one of the 


ether two conveys a ſham bill under the table, which he im- 
mediately takes up, and as a teſtimony of his joy for the reco- 
very of it, will needs call for his pint. | 


After they have drank two or three pints, and begin to 


w a little warm, up ſtarts one of them, and pretends to 


have diſcovered a pack of cards, which he has before ' placed 


in ſome convenient part of the room for his purpoſe. Ha! 


ſays he, here's a pack of cards; come, faith, i'll ſhew you one 


of the prettieſt tricks, that I was taught by a Dutchman rYother = 


day that ever I ſaw in my life. And to poſſeſs their Cully 
of their innocence, &c. they ſhew ſeveral ot the common 
tricks upon the cards. 


At laſt, he that is the moſt dexteroue, ſtarts the grand 


trick; which they call Preaching the Parſon; how the dogs 


came to call it that name, I know. not, unleſs it be, that 
ſome honeſt Clergy man, above the reſt, have been impoſed | 
upon by it. As to the manner of their trick, 'tis no great 


matter, my defign is not to teach you tricks, but how to 


avoid them. I: isa Palm and a Slip that they have, OT | 
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of Deceptio Viſus, which if you have a mind to ſee, there's 
enough in town will cquip you. | 


II this cheat takes, then there's no need for the tria of an- 


| other expedient; but if this don't paſs, then they will with 


falſe Dice, Rug and the Leather, or ſeveral other projects, 
that they have at hand wpon fuch occaſions. For, in ſhort, 


your money will ſoon be in their pockets, or rather than ſail, 


knock you down, andrifle, or pick your pocket. 


You have this account of this piece of roguery, in the ſame 


words, as near as my memory will ſerve me, as L had it from 
one of the maſters of the gang; and indeed I have been me- 


thing the longer upon it, that it may ferve as a general cau- 
tion againſt embarking with ſtrangers, upon any pretence 


whatever. For, give me leave ta inform you, a conſiderable 


part of the miſchiefs of London, are derived to us upon that 
account and will be more and more ſo, conſidering the pre- 
ſent poſture of men and things. 1 955 


This Town degenerates hourly; honeſty and virtue, are 


almoſt dwindled to nothing. Rogyuery, folly and vice, are 
ever increaſing, aud growing more public and inſoient; ſo 


that notwithſtanding —_— to Landon, bclieve me, it will 
require the greateſt care and wiſdom to guard againſt theſe 


* 
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The Tricks of Bawds and jilts are ex- 
poſed, together with ſome Reflections 
upon the Art of Trapping. 


two ranks of degenerated animals, ſo impious, and quite 


J. M now entering upon the tricks of Bawds and Jilte, 
wickeJ, and ſcandalous to their very names, the title of 


a Bawd and a hore, is ſufficient to fright a ſober man from 


their embraces, converſation, and even out of all manner of 
luſtful tho ghts and inclinations. - | 


In the firſt rank I place the Bawd, or Procurer; for tho 
the latter has uſurp'd a name a little more modiſn, and decent 


than the ſorm r, and perhaps will have a little more bufineſ 


among people of faſhion, but are both practitioners in the 
ſame arts and ſciences, and will be ſure to agre: in the main 
of th.ir occupation. There is no difference that ever I heard 
between Sall Browne and Nan Mackenzie, or my Lady D— 
either, only in point of price; Sall and my Lady D— won't 
equi you under a guinea, perhaps; and Nan will furniſh 
you as well for half a crown; and, rather than loſe a cuſtomer 
for a ſhilling and a quartern of Pepper- mint. | 


In ſhort, one helps to a common Miſs, and the cther to a 
common Whore; there's no odds but in the name. And theſe 
are all works of darkneſs befide, and then according to the 
old proverb, ** Joan's as good as my lady.” 4 


However, ſor method ſake, T'il take them to pieces, and 
ſhew you a few of their tricks and managements, under the 


characters of a Procucer, Bawd, and Jilt. 


Firſt then ſor the Procuror: Her chief place of rendezvous, 
is at the Play houſe, that's the change ſhe never fails to be 
upon, and indeed is the moſt proper place for her to put off 
her damag'd commodities, She ſeldom wants chapmen there, 


eſpecially 4 


8 


eſpecially for ker Maidenheads, which ſhe pretends, is the 
only part of her merchandize, | 


You will ſoon diſcover where-abouts in the pit ſhe keeps 
her office, by the coacourſe of Whores and Gallants, that are 
perpetually crowding about her, either for adyice or affiſt- 
anc:. If you ſhould be once ſo happily viſcious to make uſe 
of her, ſhe will lay ſo many ſnares and temptations to entan- 
gl: and deceive, that *tis almoſt impeſſible to eſcape her 
wicked deluſions. 5 


Sometimes ſhe will have the delicateſt woman in the world, 
fur a gentleman ; at other times a fine young creature about 
fourteen, a perfect pattern of innocence and virtue, and a 
pure virgin; beſides, ſhe has one that fings like an angel; 


another that dances to a miracle ; a fourth that has an incom- 


parable ſhape and mein; and a fifth that's an abſolute wit, 
and the moſt pleaſant companion of her ſex. 


In ſhort, ſhe has them, or at leaſt pretends ſhe has them 


of all forts and prices, from a guinea to five, and from five to 


twenty; but let me tell you, that to deal with her for any of 
them, would be better luck than our neighbours, that venture 
their flocks upon ſuch brittle ware, if it don't prove a dear 


| bargain at the making up of the account. 


A Race Whore, or a Pad Strumpet, as they order their bu- 
ſineſs, will ſtand a gentleman in five times as much money in 


_ atwelvemonth's keeping, a race horſe and a pad together, 


ray more than a whole ſtable of racers, pads and hunters too. 
They muſt be kept well cloathed, and fine dreſs'd, and have 
good meat in their bellies beſide, or elſe they'll turn jades in 


But perhaps you will like the hamovr of roving better than 
keeping of theſe cattle for riding; hire a Hackney Whore, as 
Citizens do their horſes for a journey, and no more. | 


But then, unleſs you can have them at the ſame price too. 
eighteen pence a fide, if you ſhould haye occafion to ride 
often, and find it a great expence, h 
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Which of theſe methods is the better, I cannot tell, but 1 
muſt confeſs, I abominate them both ; but there's enough in 
town that can; tis true, the citizens are forced to walk it 
now, or if they do mount (which is very ſeldom) *tis either 
upon a caſt hunter, or ſome poor pad that has had the farcy 
or fiſtula, or ſome ſurfeit, or other foul diſtemper, that has 
made them fit for the hounds. | 


However, to acquaint you ſufficiently, you will be inform'd 
In their looks, their legs will dire& that they have rid hard 
in former times, and withal give a ſad account, how danger- 
ous ſuch journies are, both in regard to heal:h, wealth and 
reputation. | 


Ia fhort, if one of theſe Pelle Dame ſorcereſſes ſhould once 
be witch you into their net, beſide the fulſomeneſs of the vice 
itſelf, and the hateful and loathſome qualifications that are in- 
corporated with it, ſhe bas ſo many black arts and infernal 
ſtratagems and devices linked together, to keep you faſt in 
their clutches, that tis almoſt impoſſible for to diſengage from 
her till (he has had her ends, and that will terminate 1 yo ur 

ruin. | | 5 ; LD 


Ts unaccountable indeed, when they hear of a beautiful 

woman, (in the firſt place) what ſtrange contrivances and de- 
vices, what projects and deſigns to eninare, ſhe will get into 
her company and corrupt her. e 


The deluding and ruining both men and women is the 
whole buſineſs of ſeveral agents and factors. A fort of mer- 
cenary hell kounds, which they turn out to hunt the town, to 
catch what game of either ſort they can find; and if they 

chance to make their ſet upon a country gentleman, or a ſtran- 
ger, be ſure the dog will never forſake the haunt, till his miſ- 
treſs (if he ha'nt been diſturb'd and drawn at before) finds ſom 
means cr other to entangle them in her net. | 


And now for the Bawd ; ſhe's a ſort of viperous creature, 
that has all the bad properties of the jormer, with ſo many 
additions of her own, that ſh-'s a monſter, both without pa- 
_ rallel, and beyond defcription. She's the very dregs both of 
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R Int end a Procurer; a wretch, that having loft all grace, 


modeſty, or humanity, has ſued out her indentures in the 
Devil's company, and bound herſelf to deal in other com- 


modities. 


Theſe ſort of practitioners generally keep a Seraglio of their 
own, with the ſuperſcription of Chocolate, Coffee and Wines 
over their doors, which are conſtantly guarded with three or 


four painted Harlots, that are always ready either by ſur- 


prize or aſſault, to make you their priſoner. 


If they can any ways get you into their Cafe (as they call | 


it) and rather than fail, they will impudently hawl you to; 
why then in courſe you muſt call for your half pint of Raſ- 


berry ; and ſo one of them begins a beaftly health, to let you 


know what occupation they follow. 


Before this is drank, in ſteps the governe's, in a mighty 


rege, that the gentleman is not ſhewed into a better room. 


Come, Sir, ſays ſhe, and ſnatches up a candle, ſo you muſt 


either go with her, or ſtay with thoſe vermin in the dark) fol- 
low me, ard [I'll light you up myſeif: When they have got 


you there, then they conclude you are fixt, and fo three or 


four couple of her choice Whores are preſeatly let looſe to live 


at diſcretion upon ut. 


If they can by any ſort of viſcious lewdneſs entice you into 


debauckery, tte rcxt thing is, which of the ladies you pitch 
uron, and the terms. Mrs. Frances, ſhe's but juſt come 


out of the country, and has not been upon duty theſe four 
months, there's but little difference between her and a maid- 
enhead, and ſhe can't be afforded for leſs than Ten Shillings, 
beſid:s half a crown for herſelf. Mrs. Margaret's a good 
clean woman, and very modeſt and innocent, a pretty harm- 
!e's creature, three half crowns is the price, and ſhe never 
went under; Mrs, Betty, Mrs. Nancy, and Sweet Mrs. Su- 


key, are all three ſound and active, but becauſe trading is 


dead, and money is ſcarce, and you look like ac.vil gentle- 
man, and becauſe Pd encourage you to come again, you 
ſhall have one of them for a crown, and that is the loweſt; 
da; for Moll, Kate, Joan, Margery and Abigail, 2 

1 R 
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know the fare I fuppoſe, and though I ſay it myſe'f, there 
is never a gentlewoman in the who's town can ſhw b tter 
warchouſe of ſich fort cf gooc's than I can, ncr Nu a butter 
penny worth. 


With this kind of prate the old milir-15 ing y enter- 
tains her gueſt, whilſt a kennel of hungry br es wie elp ig 
their fulſome ribaldry, twearing, curling, and b aſpheming, 
ard rav nouſſy wallow ing and cevouring every thing they lay 
their hands upon. | 


This is rare company, is it not, for a gentleman to run 
himſelf into? Nay, beſides all theſe, there is a ſtrong party of 
' Togues and bullies below, if you ſhould not comply with their 


| Injolent demands, or ſcruple to pay their extravagant reckon- 


ing, ready upon occaſion to hector and inſult you, to ſtrip 


and murder you. 


To have done with them, I cannot ſuſpect that you ſhould 
ever give up ſo much of your reaſon, to h:zard yourſelf into 
ſuch a labyrinth of miſchief as this is. No, no, I am con- 
ficent you never will, A bawdy houſe! why, it is the very 
gate of hell, an inlet to diſgrace, ruin and contempt, and 


more to be avoided by far than a j:kes or a peſt hoſe, and 


in all reſpects as loathſome as the one, and as contagious as 
the other. 


TI come in the next place to the Jilt, which is a ſort of 
creature, a little more private and detigning, but in the main 


as lewd and d ſſolute, and more dangerous than either of the 


former. | 


Theſe forſoo:h, would be counted virt:ous and religious 
Whores; Miſſes they will own themſclves to be, but Whore 
a term a little too rough to go down with ſuch nice palates, 
the name of a Miſs reliſhes better with them; well, let them 
be Miſſes then; but for all their Miſs-ſhip, I paſſionately cau- 


tion you rever to come near any of them: for if you do, you 
will find they can ruin you as ſoon as the beſt Procuror or 


Bawd of them all, | 
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Theſe ve: min play at high games, nothing will ſerve ſome 


of them leſ thin a ſettiement of two or three hundred per 


annum, a coach, fine lodgings, plute, china, and other 
thing; ſuit: ble to a Whore cf rank, and upon th: ſe conſider- 
ations ſhe wil! be aithful to you, cr at leaft ſhe'll promiſe 
to be ſo; ht this i only a promiſe de facto neither ſo long as 
ycur eſtale ! ſts, and you can maints in her in her extrava- 
goce a. 1 grandeur, bu: when that fails, ſo coe the ob!1ga- 
tion too, he bas the grand political reaſons ready as well as 
the beſt Hateſmen of them all, and common!y mk $ the beſt 
uſe of is. | | 


She can pray, cant, ſhed a few croced le's tears, rather then 


fai, Mam afit, as a token of the tenderneſs ſhe has for you; 


but then your back's no ſooner turn'd, but ſh: tells her Stab 
ion, you are a naſty, ſickly, feeble fellow, and as ſoon as ſhe 
has perſuaded you out of the ſettlem nt, and the new furni- 
ture, ſhe'll fi ſt aftront you, and then leave you. | 


If ſhe finds you are a Cully, and will be of en impo ed upon 


| by her, then ſhe has a thouſand little wheedling tricks and a 


tifices to decoy you. Sometimes ſhe's breeding ſorſooth, and 
then ſure you cannot be ſo barbarous to your own fleſh and 
bloo #, but you will take ſome care of the young one: Leſides 


ſhe wants night gowns, and damaſk for ciouts, and a tho. 
| {and other 1 eccſfaries for a lying in woman. | 


There i; my Lord fs, and | Sir James A 5, and 
Colonel E-—5 Nliſſes Jay-in, in as much ſt:te the other 
day, asthe beſt Lady in the Kingdom ; nay, Mr. G—n that 


is but an ordinary Citizen, preſenttd his miſtreſs with a new- 


bed, and the furniture of a room that coſt him above a hun- 
dred and fifty pound; and what has ſhe, I wonder cone, that 


ſhe ſhould not deſerve as much as the beſt of them? Why 


ſare, ſhe's as hand'ome and as young, and is as well deſcended, 
ani has been as well bred as any of them; and do you think 


tr.at ſhe'll be put off with your naſty, ſhabby, forty or fifty 
guineas 7. No truly, ſhe thinks, that as caſes ſtand between 
ycu and Fer, you ought to cut off the entail of your eſtate, 


and ſettle a god part of it upon her for life, and then let the 


child heir it afterwards; and perhaps all ti. is too may be only, 
Whare craft, and pre: ences, and ſo ſhe m ſt be forced (to 
f - „ 5 n 
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bring herſelf cf) to ſham a miſcarriage ; and that your cru- 

elty, and hard Heattedneſs in not ſettling your eſtate upon her 

and anſwering her demande, has been the cauſe of it; and 

will at laſt ſorce her to make herſelf away: Weil, but. if you 

loved her as well as ſhe loves you, you could not be ſo barba- 
10.5 te deny her any thing. 1 


Beſides, ſhe has been no charge able miſtreſs to you ; ſhe 
has been your drudge for at leaſt theſe ſeven months, and has 
not coſt you fifteen hundred pounds in the whole. If you 
had lived with ſome ſhe kuows in town, ſo long, (but ſhe 
is an eaſy fool) twould not ſtood you in a penny leſs than 
three thouſand. PET 


Their tricks and devices are numberleſs, and not to be 
parallel'd by any thing but their ingratitude and inhumanity ; 
there indeed they excced themſelves ; nothing in nature being 
ſo perfectly brutiſh and cruel, as one of theſe kind of creatures; 
the very moment you ſtop your hand, they grow rude and in- 
ſolent; and when they find they have done your bufineſs, and 
turned you a grazing, who ſo ready as that very Syren that 
has ſpent your eſtate, to laugh at, revile, and ſcorn you; 
and you are not leſs her buffoon now than you were her pre- 
perty before. : 


To have done with her: A Jilt is a Procurer, Bawd, and 
Whore compounded together. A vermin ſo ravenous and 
malicious, and withal ſo ſubtle and deſigning, not chaſte, 


and hypocritically virtuous, and yet ſo ſcandalouſly wicked 


and impudently lewd ; and above all fo inſolently il]-natur'd, 


that in the title of a Jilt are comprebended all the vices, fol- 
lies, and impertinences of her whole ſex. e 


At laſt for their art in Trapping. This is a myſtery chat 


they uſully manage either by the aſſiſtance of a pregnant 
Whore, and by the help of ſome leiters and papers that they 
find in your pocket, that gives them an inlet into your affairs, 


The firſt is carried on by Procurers, Bawds and Jilts, and the 


latter by Sharpers, Setters and Bullies. 


oo they are once fo fortunate to get a big-bellied Whore | 
into their confederacy, then they earry her about in a _ , 
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of triumph among all their Cullies and Novixes ; every one, 
foriooth, under the notion of being the true father, muſt ſub- 
ſcribe an individual majatevance . for the Stzumpet and the 


Brat likewiſe ; or elie a warrant muſt be got immediately, 


or the Church-wardens of the pariſh call'd in to their aſſiſtance 
to force you to it. "Tis needleſs to conteſt it; for if you do, 
they'll force the woman to (wear it upon you, and then your 
Teputation's loſt ; and withal you have the charges of a Whore, 
and a Baſtard entail'd upon you ad infinitum. -- 


If they get your letters and papers into their clutches, thoſe 


are their credem'ials for th ir Sharpers, Setters, and Bullies, 
to commt nce theit vi'lanies; in ſuch caſes th 


pretend that 


the Harlot that rifled yoo, was an honeſt gentley 
the wife of a perſon of credit and reputation? and*you muſt 


man, and 


ei her make ſati faction and compound the bufineſs,. or elſe 


they'll expoſe you firſt, and bring their action afterwards. 5 


And what can a man do, when he has brought himſelf into 


ch a dilemma of his folly ? For my part, the caſe is ſo 


bad and deſperate, I can't direct you in it. If you comp 


= 


with them now, end do but lay open to their mercy and 


render yourſelf a bubble, aud a property for the future ; and 


to refiſt them, then your credit is loſt; they'll be as good as 


their word in that point however, to miſrepreſent and abuſe 
you in all compani.s, and upon all occafions; ſo that this 
buſineſs of whoring, ſeems to have a malevolent” influence, 


upon your reputation and perſon, and ſoon terminates in 
_ deſtroying them both nn 1 


To conclude this loathſome relation, you * ill learn Com 
this rough account what kind of creatures, Procurers, Bawds, 


| Jilts, and Whores are, . 
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The Humours of Bullies, Setters, and 
HFangers- on are expoſed; together with 
Reflections on Gaming in general. 


SHALL pow change the ſex, and expoſe to you 


order, under the diſtinct characters of Bullies, Setters, 


And, firſt, for the Bully; which (if I take him right) 
is a kind of leu d, bluſtering animal; that, having rendered 
himſelf unfit (by a complication of vicious and degenerate 
actions) for the conyerſatſon and ſacjety of ſober and rational 
creatures, 15 forced to throw moe ipto the campany of 
Favs in Whares, in order to get ſubſiſtence from their con- 
pea. 


1 ſhall pot en] ge much upon bis cbaraQer, or method of 
living, they We bath ſo well known in Town and Country, 
at bel it would 175 be jmpertinence to ſpend much time about 


: 


him. As I told you before, bis common rendezvous is among 


the Bawds and Whores: He cats their bread, and fight their 


battles, hectors and inſults their Cullies. gathers their con- 


tributions, and, when neceſſity requires, pimps, bearay s, and 
ſets ag well as the beſt. 1 55 888 


You may diſcern him by his inſolent and ſaucy behaviour, 
but above all, by his athe ſtical language, ſwearing, curſing, 
ard ribaldry. If ever you ſhould be ſo unhappy as to fall 
in with him, he conſequently eatertains you with the diſmal 


relation of the men he has murdered, and the women he 


' raviſhed : the famous battle he fought with ſuch a watch, 
or the bloody rencounter he had with a detatchment of Bai- 


lis, or ſome ſuch romantic lies and forgeries: And if he 


Cal 


1 ſome of the baſe practices of the male, as they fall in 


yourſ:if. 
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can fo far inipoſe 2p51 you, that he perceives you incliie! to 
believe him. 'tis ten to one bt he dy ou into a quarrel, 


or ſome other inconveniency, 2 en by a cewardly ſtrata- 
gem, brings him'eif off, and baſely deſeris you to ſhift ſor 


I n:ed not to tel! you that a Bully”, a coward; the appella- 
tions ate too ſynonimous to need an explication. The whole 
ſtreſs of his valour and proweſs depends ſole y upon his igno- 


_ rance, and oaths ; but ruffle him once thoroughly, that he 


may perceive you know both his trade and temper, he will 
fawn upon you for ever afterwards like a ſpaniel ;: kick, 
caff, pinch, or uſe him how you will. He bas had the miſ- 
fortune to kill a man lately, he'll tell you, and is undet an 
obligation at preſent not to fight ; bat when his time is ex- 
pired, woe be to you. 


I hope Sir, you won't think this a converſable creature 
for, notwithſtanding all bis cowardice and ignorance, and 


for all he is an animal ſo perfect y below the character of a 


man, he can betray you in Gaming, 


aarrels, a Bawdy- 
houſe, and into the company of Rogues, 


ieves, Jilts, and 


Whores, as well as the wittieſt Sharper, or ſtouteſt Spark of 
the Town. 585 | 5 | 


The next gentleman that falls in order is the Setter. His 
way of recommending himfetf is quite contrary, by ſly inſin- 
vations and flatteries, hypoctitical cringes and fawnings, 


| ſmooth and knavith pr-tences, and formal diſſimulations. But 


notwithſtanding his outſide looks ſo fair and plauſible, take 


heed, there's a legion within hint. 


All the cheats and villanies in nature are concentrated in his 
breaſt ; his very ſoul is as black as jet, and holds itſelf in rea- 
dineſs for che carlieſt opportunity to execute the n:xt advan- 


tageous offer. 


His ordinary occupa ion is to attend the motion of young 
| heirs; to draw and trapan them into uneq val matches, and 
ſo impoſe upon them ſilts and Whores, under the character 
of Heireſſes and virtuous Girls; and this he does with fo 
much dexterity, ſo miny * arts and crafty * | 

1 Fong 2 that 


1 


that it is almoſt impoſſible, Mould you be once ſo unfortunate as 
to fall into his hands, to eſcape oat o! chem azain without 
being undone for the remainder of your lite. 


Here, in cour'e, the entail of your «ſtate muſt be cut off 
to make rcom for a ſettlement on the Ha:lot; and ſhe muft 


bave a handſome preſent made her too, of four or five hun- 


dred pounds value. If you have no money, they'll procurt 
it from your own bord in judgment, and a friend or two 
withal, that ſhall ſtand bound with you for the payment, till 
you receive your lady's fortune; but then you mult do them 
the ſame favour. Only enter into a bond in judgment with 
one of them, juſt for a thouſand or fo, bat for one month, 


and that is a return of civ:lity which you cannot poflibly 


deny. | 


In ſuch inſtance the whole buſineſs of your ne d e 


in the courſe of a week; you're married to a Whore; your 
eſtate is disjointed and torn in pieces, and perhaps ſeized 
upon by a combination of Villains: And what's as great an 
aggravation as any, you're become the bye · word an laugh- 
ing-ſtock of your friends and acquaintance. And all this is 
kindly done for you by your new aſſociate, urder the ſinooh 


pretence and hypocritical coverture of {ſingular honeſty and 


ſincerity. | | 


If this buſinefs of a wife does not paſs upon you, he will 


try in the ſecond place if he can draw you into Sham PiojeQs- 


and Chimeras. 


He and his friends have a new invented engine upon the 


ſtocks, by the help of which you may walk with as much 
freedom and eaſe at the bottom of the ſea, as in your gar- 


den; and withal, that they have intelligence, upon oath, of 


a wreck where there's ſeveral millions, and 'twiil be all their 


own in four or five months at moſt, If you don't like th's 


they've a Water-engine that will diſcharge a thouſand tons 


an hour, out of the deepeſt Mine: Or, they have a Mi:e_ 


where there is a Rib of Ore, cf a predigious biznef; and 


for a ſum of money to carry on their work, you may be 


| admitted into their ſociety, and b. come an equal ſh rer in 


tha 


ger; 

thoup 
ferme 
deed, 
tbem. 
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1 
the whole, u hereby you cannot fail of getting a conſiderable 


torture in a iew years. | 


Here ycu ar? entangled again if you embark with them; 
and no: only lofe all th: preſent money you part with, but are 
in denger of b. ing drawn into future bonds and obligations, 
{o coniequ.atly ruined at laſt. 


1 hould only intrude too much on your time, Sir, where [ 
to enome tate the reſpetive Roguries ard Tricks of a Setter, 
aud thercfo:e intend to cave him with the following ſhort 
character. 1 ES, 


His v. ho'e life is a compendiqus hiſtory of deep and deli- 
berate villainy. Elis only buſinefs, ray, even his diverſion, 


_ confilts ſo ely in bertuying and crapanirg ; his food and ſub- 


lance depen:'s entireiv UFO! lying, talſhood and perjury. 
In a word, he has the devi's moto ft:mp'd upon him in 
large ch ctere, aud is perpetually ranging to ſeek whom be 
may dxvoat. 5 | 


I now come, in the leſt place, to the Hanger-on, or Spun- 
ger; aid this 15 + a ort of ſottiſ lazy creatuge, 
though natu a ly not ſo dangerous and miſchievous as the 
farmer, yet equally troubleſome and impertinent, and, in- 
deed, a far greater clog to any man of ſenſe than either of 
them. | 


He has little to recommend him, un'eſs it be a few drun- 
ken j-t'3, or {craps of poetry; or, perhaps, ſome broken 
characters of men and thing.; with a little of the news and 
humours cf the town; and by virtue cf theſe mighty qua- 
lificatiors, he thinks himſ-If a fit companion for the beſt 


(ientleman in the kingdom; and will be ſure, upon the 


inceſt trivial invitetion, to croud himſelf upon him whenever 
the ſmall it encouzagement offers; and 'tis ten to one but by 


cegirs he grows ,am:liar, cf..r that impadent. and at laſt in- 


to.er-ble. 


In one poi t, in ecd, he is a perſect philoſopher, for he 
carries a be has along with hem, and that, indced, is but 
tillng, is fer itute n gere a: i; '0 wreiched and ſcanda- 

e e lous, 


a 


ſaus, that you may as ſoon real a Spunger by his garb. &c. 
as a Bully by his curſing, ſwearing and ribaldry, or a Setter 
by his deceitful fawning and diſſimulation. A bawdy ſong or 
two, a few drunken healths, and about half a dozen dull puns 
ſet him up; ard with theſe he will be perpetually grating and 
dinning your ears, till he has worn them as threadbare as his 


coat; and after all. muſt be forced to be laugh'd at or kick d 


out of em before he'll quit them. 


As for money he never has any, nor ever pretends to have 


any, unleſs it be now and then the fragments cf a reckoning 


which he pinches from the drawer, to recruit hi: tobacco box, 


or heel-picce his ſhoes. 


In ſhort, th:f: Hangers on are Drones in the ſlricteſt ſenſe 
and definition; and if you once ſuffer them to creep into 
your hive (to kcep up to the nature of the infeQtion) they'll 
be ſure to beſmear and diſtuib your ce:l, devour your honey, 
and in all reſpects be as burthenſome and pernicious to the 


perſons they can faſten upon, as drones and wa ps are to 


bees, &c. 


London ſo ſwarms with this fort of inſect, that a Country 


Gentleman can ſcarcely ſ.t bis fot into it, bat there are 
ſeveral inſtantly humming and buzzing about him. I have 
already giver you my opinion of idieneſs! and I tell you again, 
in the words of a great man, hat it is ſo ſcandalous and 
reproachful, that neither Heaven, Earth, nor HelPitfelf will 
patronrae it. DW 85 


Particular | 
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SW cenie 0s aB 


particular Obſervations and Reflections 


upon ſeveral diſtinct Occurences of the 
Town. 5 


ATRST, as to the'r garb, You'll find ſome of our 
City Gentry ſo ridicalouſly bawdy and extravagant in 
their dreſs, that, comparitively ſpeaking, a ſhip may 
be rigged for the Indies as ch;ap and eaſy. Moſt of the trades 
in the commonwealth are ſome way or other concerned in 
their equipage ſuch a ſtrange multiplying faculty has 
this ſort of vanity, that it has improved nature's ſimple ne- 
ceſſity of covering, the firſt fig-leaves, (ſe termed by that 
excell:yt author of the Gentleman's calling) to ſuch a lux- 
urient growth, that theſe Hercynean Oaks which Mela tells 
ſuch wonders of, are but a ſort of pigmy plants ia compariſon 
of them, | | 2 „„ 


But theſe are only a kind of butterfly ſparks; a few in- 

ſign ficant inſects that flutter about town for a year or two, 

and are afterwards obliged to creep into holes and corners 
in a dreſs, perhaps, no leſs contemptible, wretched, and 


| loathſome, than the former was gay, fullome, and pedan- 
.-. ck. e | | 


This is a folly I cannot ſuſpet a Gentleman of your il 
ſenſe would be guilty of; and yet, vain and foo!ith as 'tis, I | 
could quote you a conſiderable number that bave been undone 
by it; who have laid out their eſtate in a few gaudy trap- 
pings, that they may make a figure, (as they call it) have 
carried it on to ſuch a length, that at laſt they have figured 
| themſelves into rags or a priſon, and thereby rendered the 
contempt and langhing-ſtock of the whole Town. 


Next 


lar 
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Next to theſe we have another rank of unthiaking creatures, 
a fort of nice palated ſparks, that nothing will go down with 
but dainties and curioſities. Tell them of good beef, mut- 
ton, veal, or any of our own productions, which we 0-ght 
to prefer beyond any other, th-y'll {wear they're nothing but 
porters fare; and that, unleſs they are aJulterated with ſome 
ſtudied mixtures, and forced from their native property by 
ſome new and coſtiy ſances, they are far too mean and com- 
mon for their tables. | | 


Theſe, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, may be ſail to incur the 
Vultures fate, i. e. to cat up themſclves; and truly fo, that 
it frequently fells out. I have known, within the compaſs in 
my own experience, a great number of theſe luxurions 
prodiga:s, that have ſo long tantalized themſeives with de- 
licious morſels, that in tim: they've wanted food to ſupport 
nature. | | : | 


| Others we have, that affect the reputation of making coſtly 
_ treats and entertainment. An hundred pounds is but a mean 
ſum to ſpend upon an evening's collation for a Miſtreſs or two, 


which, perhaps, after all, does him the favour to laugh at his 


prodigality. 


1 heard a fool (that is now ſhirking about town, and glad 


that any body will give him a pint of beer, or a roll and cheeſe) 


bragging. not many months before, That an entertainment 
he made for three or four ladies, coſt him one hundred and 


: ewenty pounds. 


| Such wretche: are below all kind of pity. I could almoſt 


grudge them even the huſks their extravagance confin:s them 


to, and heartily wiſh them ſome fate more ſcandalous and du- 
rable, that might not only nauſeate but ceter the reſt of the 
world from tie like extravagance. 5 


A s there are ſeveral things beſide, that might be mentioned 
not leſs dangerous than ridiculous, 1 muſt beg you'd be 
_ guarded againſt ſuch follies— But pray don't miſtake me; 
| kotwithſt-ndivg I deteſt all extravagance and ſingularity, yet 
muſt admit of a decent garb and gente. J. friendiy entertain- 
33 | | | men: 


FF. 


ment occaſionally, whilſt kept within the bounds of modera- 
tion, as equally neceſſary and commendable in a Gentleman. 


 Befidzs all the dangers and inconveniencies I have already 
related, there are ſtili two others, which you are to guard 
yourſelf againſt; the firſt is againſt innovations and unſettled 
in your religion ; and the ſecond againſt embarking in cabals, 
and coafederacics in matters belonging to the ſtate and govern- 
ment. | 


We have temptations and tempters, of all farts at London, 
great numbers of perſons that make it their buſineſs to ſnap 
up ſtraogers, and watch all cccafions if they can impoſe their 

rubbiſh upon them. TOE e | 


Caballing and embarking with ſects and factions has a 
dangerous tendency ; for numbers of Gentlemen of ſtriẽt ho- 
nour and religious principles have been ruined by it ; there- 
fore I earnellly entreat thoſe Gentlemen who have had the ſaid 
2 to adviſe others from becoming che victim of ſuch 
_ e 7 


a 
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The Humours and Tricks of the Tennis- 
Court expofed. 


AENN1S is one of te moſt manly and aQive diver- 

flons we have in England; and heretofore was - ſel 

a dom afed but by the young nobi ĩty and gent emen of 

the fi ſt rank. King Chiries the ſe old was a preit maſter 

and judge of itz and would very often divert himſelf with a 

fer or rj in the Royal Coart at the Ceck-pit, with a great 
deal ef fat feen. Of 


This is © Zine har defend much apon Kill and athiviry, 
and nat tb be adhulted without co dera bl» expenoe and prac- 


_ tice; upon which account it has had the advantage of mcft 


others; and a number of Sharpers and Cheats have been kept 


out of it, for want of caſh to ſupport the charge of the Court 


and other expences that are attending it. But this, however 
harmleſs and 1anof.nſive in it's original deſign, has, of late, 


incurred the ſame f.te with moſt of the diverſions of that na- 
ture, and is ſtrangely degenerated from a noble and gentec! 
exerciſe, into a perfect trade for Rookers and Sharpers, who 
| perceiving it would be a good foundation for them to get a 
baſe living, have artfully twiſted chem eives into the know- 
ledge of it. | | 


A perſun that haz ſcen this game but one-, can make but 
little on't, except it be diverſion to him, to fee three or four 


perſons furiouſly running after a few little balls, and bandying 


and toſſing them about trom one to another; if this be all, 
were well enough, but when he h-ars the Marker calling 
Forty, Love, and a Chace; ard ſees them changing their 
ſides, and hears the players wrangiiny and ſwearing about the 
taking of Biſks and Faults, and talking of Cuts, I'wiſts, and 
Forces, &c. he preſently concludes theie niuſt be _ 
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he's in. no great danger. 
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der'y] ſecret. ailthis; and thzrefore is d:termingd to ſatigly 
himfclt a dle further. 3 | 1 
Among thote gertry that come here to bet, if a flranger 
gets into the Den, and has the misfortune to declare his igno- 
rance, which is done by aſking cueftions, the ftem-is imme- 
di. telj given. — Hiete's a Squire come; and theg two or three 
ol the märpeſt fete gang comes up tot him, in order to ive 
him ſome little i**2ht into, ard directions of the pate” Thar 
thereby an opportunity ſhould be Honer afcerjained fo taking 
him in after frch preparitlon. Here he's told; 'tis #il-even 3 
a perfect logtery, an | tat "tis ng odds which fide he ventures 


" * 


bis caſh, for, tis all equal; and fo, indeed; ih Wme Seis it 


is, for fuch oblemen and gentlemen who ar©atquainted with 
the game, and play it upon the ſquare, more fot the reputa- 
tion of good Gam eſters thin for int reſt, make rheit matches fo 


equal, that the greatcil Sharper or judge among em (before 


the Sets begun) can bur gueſs how to det. Perhaps he now 
wins half a piece, or a g.inez, which 'induees him to think 
this meft be a fair game; that a ſtranger has us great chance 
to win as a gametter ; and, indeed, as long as this match laſts, 


This game is no ſooner en ed, than anot : T ſet is made tg 
ſep into Cou:t, that will be certain to do the büflnes. 


The managers tel! him, ris all r now, too—-that Squire 


A, is a good Striker. out. but! Squife B, is a better Back hand; 


that Mr. C, judges a Ball finely, but My; B. ves a Chace 
much better than he; ſo that, upon the whole, it may be 
concluded 2 and equal mateh, and that hen fee "theſe 

gentlemen | make better ſport than the former . 


In this he is off red his choice, or to throw eros ard pile, | 


which fide he will take: if he-complics, and they have taten 


given to he Players, ho wv to manage their parts, 2 


When this Set is over, which, e to all appearances, 
plays with as much ſec ming eagerne!'s, and as equal ds can be, 
why then, with tome little tham . and wranglings, 
About adjuſting*the duds; &t: agree pon atother?- * 3 
jj Xͤöĩ] oðWAü 8 
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Here the ſtranger is attacked again: Come, Sir, you had 
the misfortune to be on the wrong fide laſt time, though it 
was a hard match; for twas impoſſible to determine who had 
the beſt of it till the advanta;e game; and therefore take 
your choice we do not mean to take off your caſh. 


From one Set to another, this is their method to take in 
ſtrangers ; and ſo, from little bets to great ones. till he is 
ſtuck, (as they term it' and then, to keep up their own lan- 
guage, till they have ſent him away ſw:et and clean. 


I was once a tolerable maſter of this Game, I ſtudied it at 
Oxford, together with my Logick and Ethicks, and at laſt 
was arrived to ſuch perfection, that but few Scholars in the 
town durſt encounter with me upon equal terms, (I wiſh I 
could have ſaid the ſame with reſpe& to the other) but for 
all theſe mighty parts of mine in the Univerſity, when I 
came to London, I ſoon found my inſufficiency ; and that ([ 


muſt be new documentized tefore I could pretend to ſet up 


They would now and then cake me in with them to keep a 
back hand, which was indeed my maſter-piece; but of my 
back · hand buſineſs I was ſoon ſurfeited. 85 


In ſhort, I perceived their aim was to make a property cf 
me as well as of all other Strangers, and therefore reſolved to 
knock off in time, as I ſoon became acquainted with their 
 humours and tricks, and ſaw that there were but few matches 
made, in which ſome. bribed Marker was not concerned; or 
ſome gentleman that bad firſt loſt his eſtate, and then his ho- 
nour; ſo forced to agree with the ſharping and tricks of the 
| town to get his bread ; cr ſome ſcoundrel that never had an 
eftate or honour either, but had acquired the game by a dili. 
gent attendance upon the Courts, crowded in among them; 

and there was ſcarcely a ſet played but there was ſome kind 
of deceit practiſed, which made me wiſely diſpoſe of my 
Rackets and inclination together, and leave them to manage 
all ſuch matters in future. 1 | 


: But, ſuppoling the Game, as they would fain have the 
world believe, to be equal and upon the ſquare, yet ny of 
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thee Sparks, that make it the'r buſineſs to hunt about from 
Court to Court, have ſuch a great advantage over a ſtranger 
who knows little cf the Game, that it is morally impoſſible 
but ke muſt be taken in. | 


There ar- leveral in Town that have no other means fo 
living but upon the Tennis Cou ts, and live well too) if ſuch 
means my be ſo termed; but then they have (ch a perfect 
idea of Set, and ſach variors methods to turn and wind their 
ters, ſo + to bring them'e'is ff when they have the worlt, 
that a perio muſt have natu al ſharpneſs of genius, back'd 
with a long p.aQtice and experience, tefo:e he can be a tolle- 
rable mailer of the faculty. e or 


I hope, Sir, I have ſaid enough on this head to deter you 


frem entering in o juch kind of compaey, as they, like Shar- 
_ pers of the cifferent orders before - mentioned, have all their 


y>riou; intrigues ard devices to trapan and enſnare you into 
Debavche. ics and Gam'ng. | g 


6 6 
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The Humours of the Groom Porter's, and tlie 


Tricks and Cheats of Ordinaries and other Ga- 
ming Houſes are briefly expoſcd. : 


a HF, Gro:m Porter's has been always looked upon 
es the moſt reputable and convenient place in Town, 

for a gentleman to venture into, that has a mind to 

know whether his good fortune will ſuffer him to keep his 


eſtate hi mſelf, or force him to commit it into the hands of 


ſomebody elle to do it for him. There 's a wholefale bufineſs 
I can aſſure you, ſeveral thouſand pounds bartercd for moſt 
nights. ſo that if fortune ſhould pl:y the Jilt, as ſhe often 
qces in ſuch caſes, you will ſoon be unſquired in two or three 


hours ; nay, if you will in two or three hands, 


The ordinary game they play at the e is Hazard, and 
Hazard indeed it is, and a great cne too, if yon go in among 
em with two or three hundred guineas in your pocket, whe- 
ther yon bring e'er a one out with you again. 


I have known an honeſt gentle man come thither in a new 


coach, with a pair of fine horſes, and hath found it ſo hazard- 


dus, that in a night or two afterwards, he has been forced to 
hazard it home in a hacknty coach. But they ſay, all things 
there are quite ſquare and honcſt, good wine, good attend- 
ance, good company; and all other ſuitab'e conveniencies to 
accommedate a gencleman, whilſt he is comfortably gaming 
away his eſt:te. All this may be, it is true, and it may not 
be too; for I have ſcen a Spark, by the help of good fingers, 
and a ſlight of hand, manage their mathematicks ſomething 
gqueerly upon occaſion. | 


Well, but we muſt not dive too far into their ſecrets neither, 
they would grow angry perhaps, if we ſhould, and I would 


not 
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not incur their diſpleſure upon any account : And yet I kepe' 
I 'may five vou a Ittle advier, as a friend, without bt ing 
offenſirt to any of them; it is, chat yourever come within 
their ck upbn any account, or pretence whatever ; it is @ 
dangerous infectious place for a gent man but to pat his head 
int; and many one by ventuting too far, has caught ſuch w 
contagron at once, thut He made him dreop a- great while, 
and at aft carried him clear off. 1 ry 


T+ old proverb ye, Fore warn'd fore arm'd: and truly 


ef gs Himfelf into ruin, and ſquander away his eſtate, and 
ter himſe f to the wretched condition to be forced to ſneak =» 


Ater every little Coxcòomb for a ſupper, or for a crown to 
_ buy him a pair of ſhoes, as I know ſeveral gentlemen of good 


familes, and have had goed eſtates roo, til they wiftly cot! 
ſumed them in the ſtudy of theſe ſorts of Mathematicks, at 
this tie are; let him even take it for his pains, But the 


cicamfances in their own nature, are beyond aggravation, 


and (6 Pil leave them, and go and fre what is doing at ihe 
Ordinarits, [Ls e Ll 1 


The Ordinaries are u kigd of Gamiv gehouſts, inferior ani 


ſubſervient to the Groom Porter's, and are either mamged/by» 
one of his dem- fticks, or elſe tolterated and allowed by hs 
particular licence and deputations, a5 moſt of the other games 


Theſe Ordinaries ore a tet ptacle for all ſerti of Gameſters, 


and are indeed very convenient marſeriet to dw up wung- 
Refs, and to qualify theth acurnſt their ſtates come imo their 


/hind;, to play them decently away at the Groom Porters. 


How ſuch kind of Seminarics as theſe come to be ſuffared 
I know not; but this I know, tis a ſhame and diſgrace to 
the Kingdom, chat there is not ſome regulation or ſtop put to 
them. 1255 e at 


"Theſe gentlemen pretend te be much upon the Mathema- 
ticks too; ad that ä! things are carried extrabrdinary and 
well among them, a3 well as at the Groom Porter's ; bot, 
by their leave, I have ſeen their Mathematical Flats, and 
Bars; ray (for a need) Mathematical Fullams too; and a- 
og | bundance 
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bundance that wall run Mathematically high or low: Theſe. 
are a fort of falſe Dice, that are cit and ſtain'd fo exactly 
like the true, and withal mark'd with the ſame mark, that 
i'ts impoſſible for a ſtranger that does not ſuſpect the cheat, 
to diſcover it; and theſe the Box-keeper has in readineſs, 
when he has the ſign given him to put in; or if he has them 
| _ his own, there's thoſe about him that never go without 


When they have got a Gentleman, who they deſign to raok 
in among them; whilſt ſome are ſharping him out of his mo- 
ney within, others are tampering with his ſervants without, 
to find out the ſtrength and manner of his eſtate and circum- 
ances, and where he lodges, and friends and acquaintance, 
de has in town; and if they find that his eff ct will anſwer, 

he's a perſon that may be ventur'd upon, 


As ſoon as they perceive he has loſt all his (tack, then one 
of the gang that's conliantly watching there for ſuch oppor- 
tunities, takes him aſide; Sir, ſays he, I believe you are an 
' honeſt gentleman ; I am ſorry to ſce you have loſt your caſh, 

and would not have a civil man expoſed, and therefore, if you 
„ I have five or ten pounds at y our ſervice ; 1* hear- 


- cepts of the favour, then he tells him, the cuſtom in ſuch caſes, 
as well here as at the Groom Porter's, is to take nine for ten 


ard toallow him a Call upon a good hand. 


When this is loſt too, (as it always is in a little time) then 
they conclude he's fixt; and fo the gentleman that has don e 


him the favour to cheat him of his caſh, will needs (under 


retence of a great deal of formal civility) invite him to the 

avern, to take a glaſs, and eat the wing of a fowl with 
him, | by | 

When tbey have got him thither, the perſon that did him 

the great friendſhip to lend him the ten guineas, muſt be in- 
flantly ſent for too, who in the interim has made up a new 


purſe, and is very ready to lend him- the other ten, till to- A 
mor row morning, if he has a mind to try his luck; but he 


won't adviſe him. 


Here 


— 
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| fbre, and upon condition tod, that th 
his note to pay it to-morrow 9 The end ond 0 
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Here the Box and Dice m ft be ca lei "BY and the hone (t 


Drawer that knows his duty in ſach caſe , brings in the box 


with a pair of their own Dice, which they have aer“ inta 
his hand in the interim, &c. 


And now there's no room for ſoſpician, but every thing 
carried with the greateſt fr-nkyeſs and indifferency 2 fo 
at it they gp, till the other ten pounds is gone after the reſt, 
and what muſt be done then ? "The worthy friend has no mote 
money. about him; if he had, he might ca pd y. And 
the 4. thinks, finc: t they have woa the ger 3 
they can do no eſs than give Fim a caſt or two upon 
with a great deal of ſeeming uneaſineſs, and a thouſand per 
fidioas oaths and execrations, that they _ did ner 64 os, S 


loſe any thing; this is complied wi 


And here begins the fatal cataſtrophe.; 4 if they think that 
he has tos much regard for Nis reputatian, ot 100 much ma- 
deſty to make uſe of the ſtatute for his defence, or perhaps 
(what's more prevalent with him than either) will be unwilling 


that the town ſhould know he has been a bubble, they then 
ſtick him in earneſt, ſo deep, it may be, that he muſt be fore d 


to cut off a limb of his eſtate to get out of their clutches, and 
not to be ſeen with them again, 


We have too many fad inſtances every day i in view, to con- 


vince you of the truth of it, without enlarging upon it; ſo 


that J hope from this caution I have given, you'll have enough | 
of theſe kind of Ordinaries; however, for your better fatisfac- 
tion, we'll ſee what the reſt of them are _s in the other 


part of the hou ſe- 


Why, ther: is ſome play ing at Back Gammon, ſome at 
Trick Track, ſome at Picket, me at Crib and perhaps 


at a bye-table in a corner, four or five harmleſs fellows at Put, 


and All-Fours ; here's no reſpect of perſons, here comes Ap- 


prentices, Journeymen, Footmen, Coblers or any body, pro- 


vided they bring money in their pockets, and come either to 
cheat or to be cheated, Pro hac vice, they have as extenſive 


nu qualification to ſwear, blaſpheme, and hector, as the moſt 
_ renowned Sharper i in the worms gang. 


[10-1 
That each of theſe in hi: reſpedtive ſtati n is a chc. t I ſap- 
poſe you'll take for granted; you may as well b- che ted at - 


Cares as at Dice, and at Back Gammon and Tick Track, 


as at Hazard; the falſe Dice and ſlights of hand will ſerve for 


one, as well as the other, there's no difference as I know of, 
but only the former is a little longer about the buſineſs. . 


But beſides all this, if a man could be ſecured to guard him- 
felf againſt theſe falſe Dice and ſlights of hand, and was equal 
with them too in point of judgment and experience, what bu- 


ſineſs has a country gentlelman, or indeed any body «fe, to 


venture himſelf among ſuch a rude herd of wild unthinking 0 
creatures. N - ; 


Z 


xm forry to ſay tis ſhameful, that gentlemen ſhould ſo 


much debaſe themſelves in ſuch an unaccountable manner — 


When I ſee one of theſe wretches ſhirking about Town in rags, 


as there are numbers living monuments of their own vicious 
 Indiſcretion, it does not excite in me the leaſt pity, as,I'm in 


hopes it will deter all others frem violently plunging bimſelf ä 
into the like mi fortune. PE ” 


* 
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The Humours, Tricks, and Cheats of the 
Bowling-Green expoſed. 45 


OW LIN is a Game for diverſion, recreation, and 

exerciſe, as well s Tennis, and was formerly, like 
that, for few eiſe but Gentlemen; but as men and 
things are in gene:al grown worſe and worſe, ſo is this like- 
wile, and moſt ſtrangely degenerated from an innocent, inof- 
fenſive diverfion, to be a perfect trade—a kind of ſet calling 
and occupation for Cheats and Sharpers  — *' 


The number of Bowling greens that we have in and near 
this Town. are unaccountable; and the number of Bowlers, 
Bet:ers, and Rooks that depned upon them, and live by them 
tis almoſt miraculous. How ſuch an amazing number as do 
live by this, and in ſuch high and extravagant a manner is to 
me unknown ; but that they do live is moſt undoubted. How- 
ever, I ſhall ſet forth ſome part of their art, and leave the reſt 
to your own judgment. „ 


With your leave, therefore, we'll juſt take a ſhort trip to 
Mary-le- bone, (for that's the chief place of rendezvous ;) the 
Bowling-green; there having, in theſe latter years, gained a 
vaſt pre:qminence and reputation above the reſt ; thither moſt 
of the Noblemen and Gentlemen of the Town, that affect 
that kind of recreation, generally reſort. I have ſeen at leaſt 
an hundred at a time following one block, and the greateſt 
part of them, five to one, I'm confident, were Rooks and 
Sharpers, N | : =. 


-, When a match is made, which they are commonly exceſ- 
| five nice in, (but not ſo nice neither, but a ſubtle old better 
knows preſently where the odds lies) then you'll find the ſport 
begins. £5 5 1 _ 


— 8 3 Here 


1 
Here you'll hear five, ten, twenty pieces offered, the Lea 
der againſt the Fol ower, or the Follcwer againſt the Leader, 
ſometimes upon the M. in Eid. Oſtentimes you will fee five 
or ten powds betted upon a ſirgle bwl; aud as nothing but 


gold is ever betted herr, a man ought to have a good ſtock 
that pretends entering into an engage ment with them. 


The chief ſecret and myſtery of all is, how one of theſe 

proſeſſed Betters manage their point; for, let the Game go 
for or againſt them, it is great odd but they turn a penny 
to their own advantage, or, at leaſt, ſave themſclves at the 
winding u- . 


So ſtrange a this miy appear to an unguarded Gentleman, 


it is certainly true; for I have heard one of theſe ſharping 
Geniuſſes dec'are, that notwithRanding he had loſt five pit ces 


by the bargain, yer he ſhould be a clear gainer of three 
guir.eas in the main, which could be done by no other means 


than his cunning and artful contrivances in hedging, and his 
taking and laying the odds, which is moſt certain the chiefeſt 


part in bettiag. 


| This, Sir, is an art that is not to be learned on a ſudden; 
and, inde d, it is mach beneatha Gentleman's notice, anleſs 


| he has ſome incliantion to loſe his eſtate firſt, and, being 


reduced afterw..rds to the neceſſity of turning Rook for a 


livelihood. 


Mary-le-brne, as I told you, is the chief place about 
town; but, for all its greatneſs and pre-eminerce, it ljes un- 


der ſew'd ſuſpiciom of being guilty of Sharping and Crimp- 
top as well as the reſt, 

| The Noblemen and Gentlemen, indeed, I ärmly believe, 
are far above any thing ſo exceſſive baſe and fordid ; but there 


is great cauſe for jealouſy on the part of thoſe ſharping inter- 
lopers before- men ioned; for, whenever they find a conve- 


nient Green, with a number of Citizens, Monied- fools, an 1 


Strangers, they are always ſure to have a Match prepar'd for 


the diverſion of ſuch adyraturers. 


Oftentimes 


rr 
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| Oftentimes have I obſerved with much pain and anxiety 


of hear!, the ſcandalous, ur qual and unfair dealings fo fre- 


quently practiſed among thoſe kind of ſharping Gentry ; and 


what has fli'l greatly beightened my admiration and given 


me inexpreſlible diffiti-faQtion was to ſee a number of Gene- 
men, not intereſted the leaſt in their tricks, winking ard con- 
niving at them. | 


In ſhort, Sir, Pm convinced it ui l be yore beſt way never 
to com e there at all, and then you'll be both out of danger 


and the temptation too; for unleſs you are ſo much the miller 


of yourſelf, as I know ſome that are, only to divert yourſelf, 


with walking about, and making obſervations on the Tricks 


and humovrs of the company, you will moſt certainly be in 


exceſſive great danger of being ſeduced or inſnated into ſome 


ſort of gaming, which you may perhaps have occaſion to re- 
pent for ever after. 1 55 = 

Here you may be equipt with each kind of Game. If you 
are for the famous one of two Dice, well known and properly 


_ diſtinguiſhed by the memorable title of Hazard, there the 


Groom-porter has a gentleman in ordinary, continually in 


waiting to catch at whatever of this kind may offer. If you 


are for Back-gammon, Trick-track, Piquet, Cribbage; or 
for an honeſt upright game at Whilſt, there are chapmea 
enough willing to accompany you at either. . 


But, by the way, Sir, give me leave to oſter this ſmall 


portion of friendly advice, which I doubt not will have the ' 


defired effect on your good underſtanding, == Beware of their 
artful inſinuations to betray you into their artful ſnare; for it 


is ten to one, if they once bring you down (as they term it) 


if ever they ſuff r you 10 riſe again, without being tripped of 
every ſtilling. | 5 | 8 
| However, Sir, I would not wiſh to be too troublefome or 
tedious upon this head, as it would be taking up tod much 


of your time, if you will be ſo condeſcending as to do me 


the honour of taking a walk on the other fide of the water, 


there you will mert with Bowling-greens, and, perhaps, Bow- 


lers ard betters too of a different ſtamp, and well worth ob- 


ſervation. 


1 


4 $03 
Agarg of ſuch unaccountable creatures there are, mixed 
and jumbled together; and ſuch a itrange and horrid din of 


blaſphemy and ſwearing (too common indeed, in moſt of 


theſe ſcindalous kind of afſ:mblies) that I know not where 
to begin, or when to end my ſad, ſhocking and diſmal ac- 
count of them. „„ | 


| Well, Sir, to have done with them as faſt as poſſible, their 
common way of proceeding is this. There are generally 
five or fix that play at one of theſe Greens, who are lcoked 


upon to be the Cocks or chief Bowlers, and theſe always 
keep together, unleſs they can draw in a Younker, to make 


a property of. 


Their method of making their matches is, as at moſt 


other Greens, by drawing the Dice, which, where the game- 


ſters are «qual, is well enovga; but then on the other hind, 


it ſerves only for a blind, in order to impoſe upon thoſe Gen- 


tlemen who are ſtrangers, and quite unzcquainted with their 
cheatsng defigns ; for, let the Dice fall which way they will, 
their friends and allies, the Bettere, gives the ſign which ſide 
muſt win; and each ef theſe has always his familiar or two 


near him to d're& him, whether he ſhall bowl on or off, 


either of which they will do for the intereſt of ſixpence ad- 
vantage. ; „„ 8 


When they are in want of a fourth perſon, which ſometimes 
| happens to be the caſe, they are under the neceſſity of taking 


in a ſtranger to make up the ſet, and then matters cannot be 
quite ſo well managed in their favour. —However, to make 
the beſt of it, they all thiee bowl againſt him; and none 


more earneſtly than his own partner. He, of courſe, 


| muſt lead; and then, if he puts in a good Caſt, and leaves 
him beſt at the block, if the game be in any danger, he will 
be ſure to be two or three turns over; and either uHſt him 
off, or ſtrike up the adverſ:ry : and, to blind the ſtranger, 
will impudently pretend to juſtify tha thing, notwithſtandin 


the milcarriage, to be the judgment of the game; and if he 7 


could have ſtruck the other out, which he never intended, they 
had been upp. iy SE: 


In ſhort, they manage the matter fo, that unleſs the bs: 


ger be able to beat them al! thiee, he muſt neceſſarily loſe 


his 


| 
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impoſſidility to fiad them put. 


| him be ever ſo exad and judicious a "Bowler, they'll find out | 


| * « 2aps, are back biaſſed, pegg'd, loaded, or play'd 
i'y ſome ocher rficks with ſo that tis impoſiible to me near 
"_ the mark with hemeon no ow IE 


„ friend's; ſo, as they; ke all other Gameſters, have their 


my caution, as well in every other as in this particular, will 


5 Having, therefore, ann ns much of each of The Diver. 
5 


tion both to body and mind, as may guard the unwary from 


355 9 * 


his money; and yet they carry on the game ſo equally, and — % 
with ſo much ſeeming faitneſs and policy, that it is almoſt an : 


If may get a linger to engage them "hand to hand, let 


ſore means to che it him of his Game. 


The folloriing are ſome of the methods frequently uſed for 
that purpoſe ; * wili be croſſing the ground, other baw- 
ling and confounding him with impertinent advice, juſt on 
the delivery of his Bowl, to make him forget his lengths; 
or, perhaps, one of the Gang will pretend to have betted 
en his ſide, and fo endeayour to perſuade him to take falſe 
Ground. h N 


| When ſuch like mean artifice fails, they have yet another 
_ expedient. Juſt as he is become acquainted with the run- 


ning and biaſſes of the Bowles, they pretend a Gentleman is 


come that owns them, and muſt have them; here's another 


pair of the ſame ſize and weight, and equally as good; only 
tis the Gentleman's humour to bowl with none other. And 


— 


I could enumerate a number more of their artful Tricks, 
but their neither worth your time to read, nor mine to write; 
for, beſides theſe Chear and Tricks, after the diverſion is 
over, you muſt accom- 1 them to drink . bottle at ſome 


Whores, Setters, and+Pick-pockets ; falfe Dice, and Cards, 
and every other dangerous engine on all occaſions, I hope 


have the deſired effect, and prevent you Country Gentlemen 


from entering * deſtructive deluſions, which too fre- 


quently end in utter ruin, 


— 
1 


ons and Games in and about London, which are in them- 
ſelves ſimply innccent and healthful, and ſerve ſor recrea- 


falling 


- EE, 


; ; 4 _—_ | 1 B 
falling a prey to ſuch datigerous Sets of Human Monllers ; 


T hope every Getinilefnan will have it in his power to diſcern 
the difference between ſuch deceitful Wretches and Real 


Gentlemen, Who having a few leiſure hours 1 their 
5 " hemlehres 


with 


bands, do frequehty exerciſe and awu'e | 
ſuch forts of Diverſion, but always with a cautious eye hh 
Strangers, left by evgaging too far in their company, -as 

Sow) eir Eunving Devices, they ſooner or later 
become, Nike d many othert, the fatal Vickims of the, 
Txtexs of te TW. VU 
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